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Memoirs of th LIFE of Mr. Joun Puiirps, the Poet: 
Llluftrated with his Portrait elegantly engraved. 


6 bee is peculiar fatisfa&tion in con- 
templating the life of a man of ta- 
Jents, when we find his abilities exerted 
under the dire&tion of a good heart : and 
Mr. John Philips was one of thofe few 
Poets whofe. Mufe and manners’ were 

ually amiable, He was born the zoth 
of December, 1676, at Bampton in Ox- 
fordthire ; his father, Dr. Stephen Philips, 
Arch-deacon of Salop, was Minifter there, 
and this fon, being a boy of a moft pro- 
imifing nature, but of a tender conftitution, 
was inftructed at home in the firft rudi- 
ments of Grammar, and then fent to 
Winchefter-fchoo]. Here he prefently 
difcovered the delicacy of his genius, his 
exercifes being diftinguifhed above thofe 
of his fchool-fellows by a happy imita fon 
of the Claffics. He had a quick relith of 
the force and elegance of their fentiments 
as well as expreffions, and did not want 
either fkill or induftry to make them his 
own. In the mean time, he became the 
darling of the whole place by the {weetnefs 
of his temper; and while the Mafter, a 
rigid dilciplinarian, difpenfed, on ‘account 
of his tendernefs, with that fhjé& obfer- 
vance of thofe rugged rules which was {e- 
verely exacted from the reit; the boys 
themfelves were fo far from murmuring at it, 
that they were even pleafed with thediftinc- 
tion: though, whilit they were at play, he 
feldom joined with them, but generally 
retired then to his chamber, where he 
procured a perfon to attend him, and 
comb his hair, of which he had a very 
handfome flow. In this very fingular 
recreation he felt an exquifite delight : 
one who was at fchool with him related 
that he would fit almoft without motion 
for feveral hours together, enjoying the 
pleafure it gave him, with the higheft de- 
gree of feniibility. It was in thefe inter- 
vals chiefly that be read Milton ; however, 
this was not before he was well acquaint- 
ed with both Virgil and Homer, and, the 
frequent imitations he found of thefe Au- 
thors in Paradife Loft, falling in exadly 
with his own turn, he conceived an ardent 
paffion for the Englith Poet; and fome 
fall pieces, which he compofed at this 
time, fhewed that he had imbibed a good 
fhare of Milton's ftyle and manner betore 
he Jeft Winchefter. 

Thus qualified, he was removed to 
Oxford, in the beginning of the year 
1694, and placed m Chnit-church, at a 
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time when that College was in the height 
of its reputation, by the excellent fenfe 
and fpirit that flourithed there, under the 
conduét of Dr. Aldrich. Here he was 
received with open arms into the company 
and acquaintante of the moit diftinguifhed 
wits, and, as often as the ftatutes of the 
Univerfity, or the rules of his gaiety, cal- 
led him to any public exercifes, his per- 
formances were conftantly the talk and 
admiration of all that heard them; and 
they were only heard, for he was not 
willing they fhould go any farther: fince, 
how much foever they might pleafe others, 
yet he was not thoroughly fatisfied with 
them himfelf.. Nor.did thof who knew. 
and ‘loved him beft chufe to diftrefs his 
modefty, by pufhing him in that point. 
It was this modefty, aud the uncommon 
fimplicity of his manners, that more par- 
ticularly endeared him to them; and they, 
were completely happy in the enjoyment 
of his converftion, in which his undifgui- 
fed fincerity was continually enlivened with 
a kind of: chearfulnefs which innocencealone 
can give, heightened with a mirth that 
was wholly raifed by a genteel and delicate 
rallery, without ever degenerating into ri- 
dicule. After he came to Oxford, Mil- 
ton’s Mufe became his chief delight ; and 
the greateft part of his ftudy for fome years 
was laid out in tracing the fteps by which 
that Author grew to perfection. We are 
told, that there is not a fingle allufion in 
Paradife Loft, drawn from the thoughts 
and expreffions of the Greek or Latin Poets, 
which he could not immediately refer to ; 
and this was the way whereby he came to 
perceive what a peculiar life and grace 
their fentiments added to Englih poetry 5 
how much their images railed its {pirit, 
ai: what weight and beauty their Works, 
when tranflated, gave to its language. He 
was likewile led, by the example of his dar 
ling Milton, to confult the Works of our 
old Englifh Poets Chaucer and Spencer.” 
By thete affiftances he made him(elf ab- 
folute malter of the true extentand com- 
pafs of his Mother-tongue, and we fee 
afterwards, in his writings, he did not. 
fcruple to revive any words or phrafes 
which he thought deferved it. How much 
foever he was ttruck with the majetty, fire, 
and force of Milton’s Mufe, yet he ad no 
fave in the heat and paffion of that Au- 
thor’s temper. In this he feemed entirely 
to be formed in Virgil's mould, whom 
he much loved and admired; and as it is 
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faid of Milton, that he could re- 

t the beft part of Homer; fo Mr. 

ilips, we are informed, could do the 
fame of Virgil: like the Roman, he had 
no ambition to gratify, being beft fitted 
by nature for what he was moft fond of, 
the quiet enjoyment of his Mufe in the 
company of a few fele& friends, and his 
acquaintance was among the beft and po- 
liteft of the Univerfity. But he feems to 
have had the higheft delight in the friend- 
fhip of Edmund Smith, the Author of 
Phzedra and Hippolytus ; and, the bent of 
their ftudies lying the fame way, they fre- 
quently communicated their thoughts to 
each other. How feverely Mr. Smith felt 
the lofs of this friend appears in the poem 
he wrote to his memory ; in which are the 
following pathetic lines : 


Whom fhall I find unbiafs‘d in difpute, 

Eager to learn, unwilling to confute? 

To whom the labours of my foul difciofe, 

Reveal my pleafures, or difcharge my 
‘woes ? 

Oh! in that heavenly youth for ever ends 

The beft of fons, of brothers, and. of 
friends. 


Tt was the firft defign of his friends to 
educate him to the profeffion of Phytic, 
and, though the very infirm ftate of his 
health would not fuffer him to purfue that 
plan they had laid out for him, yet his in- 
clinations were ftrongly bent that way. 
He was ceneeamee J fond both of the Hiftory 
and Philofophy of Nature. Indeed, next 
to his Mufe, Botany was his greateft de- 
light as well as the greateft accomplifh- 
ment; and, his own jll health difabling 
him from applying his {kill in the care of 
another's, he determined to recommend 
its ufefulnefs to the world. ‘This was the 
firft motive which put him upon the thoughts 
of writing on that fubjeét, and this thought 
he executed in that celebrated poem which 
he intitled Cyper. The general defign 
was formed Jong before he left Oxford, 
though the particular plan was not then 
fettled, which, he tells himfelf, he was di- 
refted in the choice of, from the pajflion 
he had to do fome honour to his native 
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country. However, the foundation of it 
was laid in the Univerlity, and the firlt 
book compofed there; but he was called 
to town before he had made any con- 
fiderable progrefs: in the fecond, which 
was perfeéted there, he exerted all the 
power of genius and art to make it com- 
plete, and it is one, if not the only, finith- 
ed poem of that length extant in our Ian- 
guage. Wemutt not omit to take notice, 
that as the cuftom of fmoking tobacco was 
highly in vogue when Mr. Philips came 
firit to College, from the example of the 
celebrated Dean of it*®; fohe fell in with 
the general tafte, which recommended it- 
felf the rather to him as he felt fome relief 
from it; he has defcended to fing its 
praifés in more than one place, and his 
SPLENDID SHILLING owes. fome part of 
its luftre to the happy introduction of a 
tobacco-pipe. This piece, the firft of l:is 
that appeared in public, ftule its way into 
the world without his privity, and, being 
printed from no very correét copy, that 
mduced him, though not till fome time 
after, to give a genuine edition of it. He 
was little anxious what fate it met with a- 
mong the generality ; the manufcript had 
diverted the choice circle of his friends, 
and his aim in it reached no farther. 
Many encomivms have been paffed on 
this » the ‘Splendid Shilling.” As 
fir, 4 the Tatler, it is ftyled the € finett 
burlefque poem in the Britith language ;’ 
and Mr. Sewell has added to this commen- 
dation, ‘ That it was not only the fineft, 
but handled in a manner quite different 
from what had been made ufe of by any 
Author of our own or other nations; the 
fentiments and ftyle being in this both 
new, whereas in thofe the jeft lies more 
in allufions to the thoughts and fables of 
the Ancients, than in the pomp of the ex- 
preflion. The fame humour is continued 
throughout the whole, and not unnatural- 
ly diverfified, as moft poems of thag na- 
ture had been before. Out of that variety 
of circumitances, which his fruitful in- 
vention muft fuggeft to him on fuch a 
fubje&t, he has not chofen any but what 
are diverting to every Reader; and fome 
that none but his inimitable drefs could 


* Dr. Aldrich’s inceffant ufe of the tobacco-pipe was an entertaining topic of dif- 
courfe in raga | many years afterwards ; concerning which, the following ttory, 


among others, pafle 


current there: A young Student of the College, once finding 


fome difficulty to bring his chum into the belief of it, laid him a wager, that the Dean 
was fmoking at that inftant, viz. about ten a’clock in the morning. Away, therefore, 
he hies to the Deanery, where, being admitted te the Dean in his ftudy, he prefently 
relates the occafion of his vifit. ‘To which, ‘ You fee,” replies the Dean in perfe&t good 
humour, § You have loit your wager, for I’m not fmoking but filling my pipe,” 
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have made diverting to any. When we 
read it, we are betrayed into a pleafure that 
we could not expect, though at the fame 
time the fublimity of the ftyle and gravity 
of the phrafe feem to chaftife that laugh- 
ter which they provoke.” 

This happened not long before the much- 
famed aétion at Blenheim, in 1704, 
where the Duke of Marlborough gained 
that victory, which defervedly filled the 
world with his praifes. The Earls of 
Godolphin and Hallifax had eagerly fet 
Mr. Addifon’s pen to work upon this oc- 
cafion, and fired his poetic faculty with 
the aflured hopes of a very extraordinary 
reward. On the other fide, their two 
competitors, Harley and St. John, after- 
wards Earl of Oxford and Vifcount Bo- 
lingbroke, pitched upon Mr, Philips, as 
perte&tly capable of doing juftice to his 
country on this fubjeé&t. But, whether 
the tafk was really too great, or the per- 
formers not well chofen, in refpeét to their 
particular genius for the fubject, it is ge- 
nerally agreed that the feveral pieces they 
produced upon it, notwithftanding fome 
exquifite ftrokes in each, are far from be- 
ing the beft in the Works of either Poet. 
While Mr. Philips was in town, he refided 
in Mr. St. John’s houfe, and has celebrated 
the kindneis and generofity of that hoft in 
a Latin Ode in Horace’s manner, which 
is undoubtedly a mafter-piece. It is all 
of his that we have left in this kind, but 
from it we may form ‘a judgment, that 
his writings in that language were not in- 
ferior to thofe he has left us in our own : 
and, as Horace was one of his darling Au- 
thors, we-need not queftion his ability to 
excel in his way, as well as that of his 
admired Virgil. Our Author's Poem, 
intitled Blenheim, was publithed in 1705 ; 
and the next year he finithed that upon 
Cyder; which, after his deceaie, was 
tranflated into Italian by a Nobleman of 
Florence. His next defign was that of 
writing a poem upon the Refurre€tion and 
the Day of Judgment ; but this he did not 
live to execute, otherwife he would very 
probably have excelled upon a fubjeét, for 
which he was exactly adapted. That fub- 
je&t indeed, as the Author of his life very 
juftly obferves, was only proper to be 
treated of in that folemn ttyle which he 
makes ufe of, and by one whofe juft no- 
tions of Religion anda true fpirit of Poe- 
try could have carried his Reader without 
a wild enthufiafin ; 


er—extra flanmantia moenia mundi, 
LUuCRET, 
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This is not obtruded upon the Reader as 
a bare conjeéture only of our own, which 
would be unpardonable in the defign of 
this Work. But we havethe authority of 
Mr. Smith for it, who was undeniably a 
competent judge of the fcheme which our 
Author had laid down, and probably had 
feen the firft rudiments of his defign; we 
fhall give his verfes on the occafion : 


Ch! had relenting Heav’n prolong'd his 
days, 
The tow’ring Bard had fung in nobler 


lays, 

How the laft trumpet wakes the lazy dead; 

How faints aloft the crofs triumphant 
fpread ; 

How op*ning Heav’ns their happy re- 
gions thew, 

And yawning gulphs with flaming ven- 
geance glow, 

And faints rejoice above, and finners 
how! below. 

Well might he fing the day he could not 
not fear, 

And paint the glories he was fure to wear. 


But Mr. Philips’s diftemper increafing 
obliged him to drop the purfuit of this, and 
all other views, befides that of his health : 
he had been long troubled with a lingering 
confumption, attended with an afthma, a 
painful diforder ; and had fuffered many 
fevere confliéts under it, without betraying 
any difcontent or uneafinefs ; theintegrity of 
his heart ftill preferving the chearfulnefs of 
his fpirits, and the fingular goodnefs of 
his nature engaging his friends in the ten- 
dereft and moft endearing offices to him on 
thefe occafions. By the advice of his 
Phyficians he went to the Bath, the fum- 
mer before his death; here the ableft of 
the faculty readily gave him their beft af- 
fittance, and fome prefent eafe they did 
procure him, upon which he left the place, 
though with finall hopes of recovery. 
Upon his removal from Bath he went to 
Hereford, where his mother was ftill living, 
and where the afthma returning in the win- 
ter put a period to his life, February 15, 
1708, in the entrance almoft upon the 
thirty-third year of his age. He was in- 
terred in the Cathedral-church of Here- 
ford by his mother, who caufed an in- 
{cription to be put upon his grave-itone, 
teftifying how dear he was to her. But 
befides this a monument was ereéted to his 
memory, in the place called Poets Corner 
in Weltminfter-abbey, by Sir Simon aftér- 
wards Lord Harcourt and Lord-chancel- 
lor of England. ‘The epitaph was wrote 

Uuz by 
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by Dr. Freind, which has this very fingu- 
lar merft that we there fee a very great and 
at the fame time a very juft character ex- 
prefled upon a monument without flat- 


a 
_» There is one remarkable circumftance 


of our Author's Hiltory which is entirely 
omitted by Mr. Sewell, and fo flightly 
touched by his friend Mr. Smith, that it 
feems to require a further explanation; 
this is his love-affair with Mrs. Mary 
Meers, daughter to the then Principal of 
Brazen-nofe College. This Lady, who 
had a very good fhare of natural fenfe, 
wanted none of thofe accompliflments 
which the advantage of a genteel education 
could give her ; befides the ordinary em- 
bellifhments of mufic and dancing, her 
father had been at the pains of inftruéting 
her in the Latin language, and fhe was 
a complete Miftrefs of French and Italian ; 
in her perfon, fhe was an agreeable bru- 
nette, without any thing very. ftriking, 
except a full black piercing eye. Dr. 
Meers, being a Herefordfhire man, took 
occafion from thence frequently to invite 
his countryman, a young Student univer- 
fally beloved and admired, to his lodge, 
where our Author had the ill luck to fee 
and conceive a fecret paffion for the daugh- 
ter. She had long praétifed all the airs of 
which the fenfe of her high ftation in that 
Univerfity, and her uncommon perfonal 
accomplifhments, could infpire, and did 
not fail to treat him with her ufual difdain : 
thus awed, he never had courage to hint 
his paffion to her, but, like a true Strephon, 

ured forth his complaints in verfe ; and 
it muft be owned his conttitution, both 
of body and mind, was much too delicate 
for his Miftrefs’s tafte. It is fomewhat 
remarkable that there were two Poets of 
both the names of our Author who flou- 
rifhed in his time; one of which was ne- 
phew to Milton, and wrote feveral things, 
particularly fome part of Virgil traveftied ; 
the other feems to have been the exact re- 
verfe of Mr, St. John’s friend in his prin- 
ciples, if we may judge by his writings, 
which are two political farces, I. ‘ The 
E. of Mar marr'd, with the humours of 
Jocky the Highlander. II. The Preten- 
der’s Flight : er a mock Coronation, with 
the humours of the facetious Harry St. 


John ;° both printed in 1716. As to our 
Author, the innocency and integrity of 
his life was beyond all conception ; and 
there never, aps, was any more than 
one fingle perfon *, who took it into his 
head.to cenfure his writings, of whom it 
is well remarked, as no great compliment 
to his judgment, that he has the honour to 
ftand alone in that refleftion ; it were ealy 
to retort upon him, were it not ungene- 
rous to bla(t the fruits of his Latter Springs 
by comparing them with the crudities of 
his firit ; that fatyre'upon our Author has, 
with its other brethren, been dead long 
fince; and the world would have quite 
forgot that ever it had any being, had not 
Mr. Smith taken care to inform us of it in 
a Work of a more durable nature, his 
verfes to Mr. Philips’s memory. ‘The 
lines are theft : 


A haughty Bard, to fame by volumes 
rais’d, 

At Dick’s and Batfon’, and thro’ Smith- 
field, prais‘d, 

Cries out aloud—Bold Oxford Bard, for- 
bear 

With rugged numbers to torment my ear ; 

Yet not like thee the heavy Critic foars, 

But paints in fultian, or in turn deplores ; 

With Bunyan’s ftyle profanes heroic fongs, 

To the tenth page lean homilies prolongs ; 

For far-fetch’d rhymes makes puzzled An- 
gels ftrain, 

And in low phrafe dull Lucifer complain ; 

His envious Mufe, by native dulnefs 


curs'd, 

Damns the beft poems, and contrives the 
wort. 

Beyond his praife or blame thy Works 
prevail, 

Complete, where Dryden and thy Milton 
fail ; 

Great Milton's wing on lower themes fub- 
fides, 

And Dryden oft’ in rhyme his weaknefs 
hides ; 


You ne'er with gingling words deceive the 


ear, 

And yet in humble fubjects great appear. 

Thrice happy youth, whom noble Ifis 
crowns, 

Whom Blackmore cenfures, and Go- 
dolphin owns. 


* Su Richatd Blackmore. 
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HE introduétion and improvement 

of the arts and {ciences in an empire 
do not occafion its decadency; but the 
fame caufes, that accelerate the progrefs of 
the fciences, fometimes produce the moft 
fatal effects. 

‘Fhere are nations where, by a peculiar 
feries of circumftances, the feeds of the 
arts and fciences do not fpring up till the 
moment the manners begin to corrupt. 

A certain number of men aflemble to 
form a fociety. Thefe men found a city : 
their neighbours fee it rife up, with a jea- 
lous eye. The inhabitants of that city, 
forced to be at once labourers and {foldi- 
ers, make ufe by turns of the fpade and 
the fword. What in fuch a country is 
the neceflary {cience and virtue ? The mi- 
litary art and valour ; they alone are there 
refpeSted. Every other fcience and virtue 
is there unknown. Such was the ftate of 
rifing Rome: when weak and furrounded 
by warlike nations, it with difficulty fuf- 
tained their attacks. Its glory and power 
extended over the whole earth; 1t ac- 

uired however the one and the other but 
} er ages of triumphs were neceflary 
to fubject their neighbours. Now, when 
the furrounding nations were fubdued, 
there arofe, from the form of their go- 
vernment, civil wars, which were fucceeded 
by thofe with foreigners ; fo that it can- 
not be imagined, while the citizens were 
engaged in the different employments of 
Magiftrates and foldiers, and inceffantly 
agitated with ftrong hopes and fears, they 
could enjoy the leifure and tranquillity ne- 
ceffary to the ftudy of the {ciences. 

In every country where thefe events fuc- 
ceed each other in a regular feries, the 
only period favourable to letters is, unfor- 
tunately, that when, the civil wars, the 
troubles and faétions, being extinguifhed, 
liberty is expiring, as in the time of Au- 
guftus, under the ftroke of defpotifin. 
Now this period precedes, but a fhort 
time, the decadency of an empire. The 
arts and fciences however then flourith ; 
and that for two reafons. 

The firft is the force of men’s paffions. 
In the firlt moments of flavery, their 
minds, ftill agitated by the remembrance 
of their lott liberty, are like the fea after 
atempeft. The citizen ftill burns with a 
defire to render himflf illuitrious ; but 
his fitugtion is altered. He cannot have 
his buft placed by that of Timoleon, Pe- 
lopidas, or Brutus. He cannot deliver 
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On the Caufes of the Decline of an Emvire ; from Helvetius. 


his name down to pofterity as the deftroyer 
of tyrants, and the avenger of liberty, 
His ftatue may however be placed by thofé 
of Homer, Epicurus, or Archimedes. 
This he knows, and therefore, if there be 
but one fort of glory to which he can af- 
ire, if it be with the laurels of the 
ufes alone that he can be crowned, it is 
in the career of the arts and fciences he 
prepares to feek them, and it is then that 
arife illuftrious men of every literary pro- 
feffion. 

The fecond of thefe caufes is the inte- 
reft Sovereigns then have to encourage the 
progrefs of the fciences. At the moment 
that defpotifin is eftablifhed, what does 
the Monarch defire ? To infpire his fub- 
jects with a love of the arts and fciences. 
What does he fear? That they fhould 
refle& on their fetters, bluth at their fer- 
vitude, and again turn their looks towards 
liberty. He would therefore by employ- 
ing their minds make them forget their 
bale condition. He confequently preferts 
them with new obje&ts of glory. As an 
hypocritical fautor of the arts and {cien- 
ces, he fhews the more regard to the man 
of genius, the more he feels the want of 
his eulogies. 

The manners of a nation do not change 
the moment defpotifm is eftablithed. The 
{pirit of the people is free fome time after 
their hands are tied. During thefe firtt 
moments illuftrious men ftill preferve fome 
confideration. The tyrant therefore loads 
them with favours, that they may load 
him with praifes, and men of great talents 
are too often feduced to become the pane- 
gyrilts of ufurpation and tyranny. 

What motives can induce them to it? 
Sometimes meannefs, and frequently gra- 
titude. It mytt be confefled, that every 
great revolution in an empire fuppofes 
great talents in him by whom it is pro- 
duced, or at leaft fome brilliant vice, that 
aftonifhment and gratitude metamorpho 
into virtue. 

Such is, at the time of the eftablith- 
ment of defpotifin, the produétive caufe 
of great accomplifliments in the arts of 
{ciences. The firft moments paft, if the 
fame country become barren in men of 
talents, it is becaufe the tyrant, being then 
well eftzblifiied on his throne, is no longer 
in want of their affiftance. So that the 
reign of the arts and fciences in a ftate 
feldom extends above a century or two. 
The aloe is an emblem of the produétion 
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of the fciences in every ftate: a hundred 
years are neceflary to ftrengthen its root 
and make it put forth its branches ; it then 
fhoots up,.flowers, and dies. 

If in each empire the fciences jult thoot 
up and then wither, it is becaufe the mo- 
tives proper to produce men of genius do 
not commonly exert themfelves there more 
than once. It is at the higheft period of 
grandeur, that a nation commonly pro- 
duces the fruits of the arts and {ciences. 
While three or four generations of ‘illuf- 
trious men pafs away, the people change 
their manners, and fink into [ervitude ; 
their minds have loft their energy; there 
no {trong paflion remains to put them 
m aétion. The tyrant no longer excites 
the people to the purfuit of any kind of 
glory. It is not talents, but bafenefs, he 
now honours: and genius, if it {till re- 
main, lives and dies unknown to its own 
country: it is like the orange-tree, that 
flourifhes, perfumes the air, and dies in a 
defert. 

Defpotifm, while it is gaining ground, 
fuffers men to fay what they will, while 
they fuffer it to do what it will; but, once 
eftablifhed, it forbids all talking, writing, 
or thinking. The minds of men then 
fink into an apathy: all the inhabitants 
become flaves, curfe the breaft that gave 
them milk, and under fuch a government 
every new birth is an increafe of mifery. 

Genius, there chained, drags its irons 
heavily along; it does not fly, it creeps. 
The iciences are negleéted ; ignorance is 
honoured, and every man of difcernment 
declared an enemy to the ftatea In the 
kingdom of the blind, who is the moft 
odious? He that can fee clearly. If the 
blind feize him, his deftruction is certain. 
Now, in the empire of ignorance, the fame 
fate attends the enlightened inhabitant. 
The prefs is there the more reftrained, as 
the views of the Minifter are more con- 
fined. Under the reign of a Frederick, 


or ai: Antoninus, we may fay what we 
will, think and write what we will: un- 
der other reigns we mutt be filent. 

The underftanding of the Prince is al- 
ways manifetted by the efteem and confi- 
deration he pays to talents. The favour 
he thews them, far from injuring, bene- 
fits the ftate. 

The arts and fciences ave the glory of 
a nation, and increafe its profperity. It 
is, therefore, to defpotifm alone, which is 
interefted at firft in protecting them, and 
not to the {ciences themfelves, we fhould 
attribute the decadence of an empire. 
When the Sovereign of a mighty nation 
has put on the crown of arbitrary power, 
the people become daily more enfecbled. 

The pomp of an Eaitern empire can 
without doubt impofe on the vulgar, who 
may eftimate the force of the nation, by 
the magnificence of its palaces. The wife 
man judges differently ; it is by that very 
magnificence he eftimates its weaknefs. 
He {ees nothing more in that impofing 
pomp, in the midft of which the tyrant 
fits enthroned, than a fumptuous and 
mournful decoration of the dead; than 
the apparatus of a faftuous funeral, in the 
center of which is a cold and lifelefs bo- 
dy, a lump of unanimated earth: in 
fhort, a phantom of power, ready to dif- 
appear before the enemy by whom it is 
defpifed. A great nation, where defpotic 
power is at laft eftablifled, refembles an 
oak that has been crowned by ages. Its 
majettic trunk, and the largenefs of its 
branches, ftill declare its priftine force 
and grandeur ; it feems ftill to be the Mo- 
narch of the woods, but its true ftate is 
that of decadency ; its branches, defpoiled 
of their leaves, and deititute of the fpirit, 
of life, are halfwithered, and fome of 
them continually broken off by the wind. 
Such is the ftate of a nation fubdued by 


arbitrary power. 


General Obfervations on GARDENING and PLANTING: Extracted from 
Boutcuers Treatifeon FOREST TREES, (ately publifhed 


by Subfcription at Ediriburgh. 


O relate the many pleafures and ad- 

vantages that attend the ikilful prac- 
tice of Gardening, in all its various 
branches, would be fuperfluous, after the 
high encomiums on it by the greateft 
ancient and modern Authors. It is 
enough to fay it has been the favourite 
ftudy and amufement of the greateft and 
wifeft Princes, Philofophers, Lawgivers, 


Conquerors, many of whom have gladly 
retired from the ambitious purfuits of life, 
and enjoyed more folid and rational plea- 
fures in the virtuous innocent employments 
of cultivating their gardens and farms, 
than in all the magnificence and luxury 

of Courts. 
In the books hitherto publifhed on the 
cultivation of Foret Trees, the rules have 
been 
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been very fhort and confined ; their Au- 
thors fem generally to have adopted the 
current opinion, that, when they have put 
a young tree in the ground, their labours 
are at anend: but fuch are fomewhat like 
unnatural parents, who negle& to tend 
and fofter their infant offspring; fince 
trees, as well as animals, mult have food 
and difcipline, to rear them to ftrength, 
maturity, and good order. Thefe books 
comprehend no more than fowing the feeds, 
planting the cuttings, or laying down 
the branches in their proper feafons, there 
to abide a certain time, and from thence 
to be tranfplanted to the nurfery, where 
they are to continue two, three, or four 
years; from the nurfery, to be removed 
to the place where they are meant to remain 
for good; and thus the bufinefs is at an 
end. But the duty of a judicious planter is 
far more extenfive ; including not only the 
heit methods of propagating plants in all 
their various ways, and their culture to 
the common ages and fizes of tranfplant- 
ing ; but, alfo by plain, eafy, and certain 
methods, to remove moft of the valuable 
deciduous Foreft Trees, to the height of 
thirty fect or upwards, with the fame 
fafety as the fmalleft plant: tor fuch will 
not only be as handfome trees, but will 
ever after advance as much in growth, as 
thofe ftanding in the fame kind of {oil 
wherein they were planted Pung i and 
will, without the expence of ftaking, re- 
filt the mott impetuous winds, the greateft 
enemy of new-planted trees managed in 
the common way. 

From this culture of the trees too they 
may be planted with the moft certain fuc- 
cefs, and without any fenfible check to 
they growth, during all the fummer 
months, without any additional expence, 
further than two or three extraordinary 
waterings. This circumftance alone 
ought furely to be of much confideration 
in this climate, as our grounds in winter 
are ufually fo much locked up with froft, 
flooded with rains, or the weather other- 
ways fo intemperate, that our common 
planting feafon is confined to a fmall part 
of {pring and autumn. 

Nor is this plan confined to deciduous 
tiees only 5 it extends to many of the beft 
kinds of Evergreens, the greateft part of 
which are now generally thought unfit for 
planting, after four, five, or fix years old s 

ut certain rules may be given for remoe 
ving them with the fame fafety as the other 
kinds, to the height of eight, ten, and 
twelve feet, according to their different 
Species, 
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On the fame principles likewife, and 
with the fame advantages, hedges of 
Thorns, and many other plants, may be 
removed, that will immediately refitt cattle, 
flelter the ground, and fave the expence 
of ditches, paling, and other fences ne- 
ceflary to protect them when young. 
The planting and management of Hedges, 
ada to various foils and fituations, not 
having been properly adverted to, but left 
to the direction of ignorant gardeners, or 
common labourers, much difcouragement 
has been given to inclofing with hedges ; 
and many perfons of fortune have, within 
thefe few years, beitowed Jarge fums in 
that way to very little purpofe. 

To have the various produétions of 
Gardening in any degree of perfection, we 
mutt inlarge our prefent plan of keeping 
one gardener only where much ‘is to be 
done. I have, for a fucceflion of years, 
and at different feafons, vifited with atten- 
tion many of the mot clegant and magni- 
ficent feat in Great Britain, but never 
once in my life have feen all the different 
branches of the bufinefs properly executed, 
and the crops feafonably and uniformly 
flourithing, in regular progreflion and 
beauty, under the management of one man. 
And how inded is it poflible it fhould be? 
Every gardener has his favourite points, 
which will be firlt and beft done, and e- 
very {pecies of gardening mutt be attended 
to at {everal periods of the year; but, in 
the {pring, much the greate(t part of all 
mutt be executed in a few weeks. The 
planting, annual pruning, and culture 
of the foil in large wildernefs defigns, fo 
as both to promote the growth, and reduce 
the trees to a beautiful form, requires {kill 
and labour. ‘To fow the feeds of Flower- 
ing Shrubs, Fruit and Foreft Trees, 
to increafe them- by layers, cuttings, 
&c.—to improve many kinds by grafting 
and inoculation ;—and to remoye them at 
ae periods, giving them all other ne- 
ceflary culture,—is as much as any one 
man can fee executed with judgment ; and, 
whatever gardener holds thefe performances 
in fo cheap alight as to allow «heir being 
conducted by the common workinen, that 
moment he forfeits his pretenfions to fenfe 
and ability in his bufinefs, if not tohonetty 
alfo. 

To men of plentiful fortunes then, who 
would promote all the various branches 
of Gudening, and enjoy them with re- 
finement, two gardeners, for the different 
purpofes named, feem indifpenfably necef- 
fary : and the moft effectual method of 
promoting the more univerfal knowledge 
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of the art,in this part of the kingdom, 
would beto give the gardener double theen- 
couragement we ufually do. Some finall de- 
gree of learning at Jeatt is neceflary to make 
a good gardener; and what fenfible man 
will beftow that on his fon, to qualify 
him for an employment, that, to all ap- 
pearance, and without fome uncommonly 
favourable circumitance, will never gain 
him more than fifteen or twenty pounds a- 
year ? Or what boy of {pirit and genius 
will ftudy a profeffion, from which he can 
only receive {0 poor a return? An increale 
of wages therefore, to thefe ufeful men, 
would, ina thort time, have moft defirable 
effects ; as we fhould then have twenty in- 
telligent gardeners, where we now perhaps 
are at a lofS to find one; nor is it to be 
doubted that the mafter would gain in 
greater proportion than the fervant. 

As inclofing ground with hedges, and 
making plantations of Foreft Trees, are 
the firft principles, and mott folid founda- 
tion for promoting all the different branches 
of hufbandry and gardening ; our northern 
climate being highly improved by thefe 
means, the greateft encouragement 1s fure- 
ly due from all lovers of their country to 
whoever fhall contribute to the executing 
thefe important points, in a more fuccell- 
ful, expeditions, and neat manner, than is 
generally praétifed ;—though I am forry 
to fay we are lets attentive to the bett 
methods for effeting this, than in moft 
other improvements. We plainly fee, 
that, to procure the quick growth and 
comely figure of our own hardy native 
plants, we mult give them the mutual at- 
jittance of one another; and how much 
more neceflary fhelter is in rearing tender 
foreign trees and vegetables, with any exu- 
berance of growth, is too plain to intift on. 
To that alone, then, we owe all the 
choiceft delicacies of the table, and the 
more refined pleafure of viewing a vat va- 
riety of the moft beautiful plants in Na- 
ture, the original production of more tem- 
perate climates, flourifhing in our open 
air. 

As a good nurferyman can foonett and 
mott effectually procure us fuch effential 
advantages and pleafures, I cannot help 
thinking him, for thefe and many other 
reafons, juitly intitled to be ranked in the 
highett clafs of gardeners; but I am afraid 
this is only the cafe with the few of found 
judgment and extended genius: and that, 
with the general, unthinking, and con- 
tvaéted part, a man who can raifé an early 
cucumber, or melon, is in higher eftima- 
tion, though, in al) the various parts of the 


profeffion, nothing is more plain and 
fimple, than thefe operations with the af- 
fiftance they have of glafles and dung. 
The returns of profit from the nurfery are 
tedious, and, to proceed in it to any con- 
fiderable degree, a man muft be wealthy, 
for he muit long be out of his money ; 
but, thereturns from the other being an- 
nual, the ftock required for it fmall in 
comparifon, and the luxury of the prefent 
times having raifed the price both of early 
and late vegetables very high, it becomes a 
more tempting bait for the bulk of man- 
kind; whence good nurferies are not fo 
frequently to be found as could be wifh- 
ed 


Notwithftanding the importance of a 
good nurfery-gardener to his country, and 
the general efteem in which fuch have 
formerly been held, that profeffion has 
lately fallen into much contempt, and, in 
fome refpefts, for juft caufes. From the 
fuccefs of a few fenfible judicious men ia 
it, various impoftors have ttarted up, who, 
by the ftrength of a little money, and a 
great deal of aflurance, now affume that 
charaéter, though unbred to, or unknow- 
ing in the meaneft branch of gardening; 
but followers of the groffeft and moft un- 
thinking employments, in dirett oppofi- 
tion to thecool obfervation and deliberate 
ftudy of Nature in her admirable produc- 
tions. Some of thefe Gentlemen have fet 
out, by amufing mankind, under no 
meaner pretence than ferving their country, 
by reducing the price of trees. But an 
intelligent gardener will readily difcover 
their praétice to be fubverfive of every im- 
provement he can poflibly hope to make 
from the purchafe of their plants: thefe 
heing crowded together in many times the 
number that ought to be in the fame quan- 
tity of ground; from whence they can 
well afford to {ell their ftunted, finothered 
ftuff, at a lower price than an honett 
knowing gardener can raife good plants 
for. To appear more formidable too in 
this quackery, they publifh pompous cata- 
logues of they know not what, collected 
they do not care where, and ftrangely 
jumbled together no-body knows how, of 
half the plants in the creation, and fome 
that, perhaps, never were in it; but they 
forget to provide fpecimens of many of 
theie wonderful productions, and, when 
you go to purchafe thera, you have the 
mortification to find they were fold the 
preceding week or day. 

To ftop the increafing evil of nurfery- 
men felling bad plants, to the general 
difcouragement of improvements, — 
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fhew a truly public fpirit ; but T am afraid 
ho private obfervations or communications, 
however juft and well meant, will anfwer 
the end defired, particularly from. one ef 
the profeffion ; and that, to effect the cure, 
the public mutt be the phyiician. 

Every body knows the general good 
effeSts of the premiums given by the Com- 
miffioners.and Truftees for manufactures 
and improvements in Scotland. As one 
inftance of many may be mentioned that 
given to thofe who raifed the greatelt quan- 
tity of the beft kind of potatoes, which 
ought to eternife their names. At that 
period, from the exorbitant price of corn, 
the poor were in the utmoft diftrefs, and 
that root was ———- high: but 
no fooner were the premiums for it publifh- 
ed, than an almoft univerfal fpirit and 
emulation arofe amongit the farmers and 
kitchen-gardeners, who fhould excel ; 
which, joined to an increafe of knowledge 
in its culture, from extenfive praétice, mn 
two or three years reduced the oer price 
to lefs than one half; fo that it fuddenly 
became, and ftill continues to be, the 
greatelt part of common-labourers food. 

From refleé&ting on the falutary effects 
of thefe premiums, and the bad ftate of 
our nurferies, T cannot help humbly beg- 
ging leave to reprefent to that Honourable 
Board, That, were an honourable reward 
publithed at the end of four, five, or fix 
years, as they may judge moft proper, to 
the perfon who fhall raife, from the 
youngeft to the largeit plantable fizes, the 
greatelt quantity of the beft cultivated 
Fruit and Foreft - trees, Hedge - plants, 
and othar ufeful nurfery articles in propor- 
tion to the extent of Jand he employs for 
thefe purpofes ; and a committee of fkilful 
candid men appointed to vifit the nuriéries 
about Edinburgh, or where elfe they fhall 
think them worthy of notice in Scotland, 
at mid-fummer when cloathed with their 
leaves, or in autumn before the planting 
feafon commences,—to infpe& the various 
methods of their culture, and general 
fyftem of management,—to fee fpecimens 
of the plants raifed, for examination of 
their roots, as well as the proportion of 
their bodies, ——and to advertife in the 
ufual way the perfon moit deferving,—I 
am firmly perfuaded we fhould proceed 
falter on the road to the general improve- 
ment of our plantations, than from all the 
writings and examples of the ableft men, 
or even from any other method that can 
be devifed for the purpofe. 

Of all quacks I know, next to thofe in 
phyfic, ~ rob us of our healths and 
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lives, the moft dangerous are quacks in 
nurfery-gardening ; —they not only rob us 
of our money, but, what is far worfe, 
keep us long in the anxious expectation of 
what we are never to enjoy. To the in- 
juries we fuffer by bad Foreft-trees and 
Hedge-plants, which are many and great, 
others may be added of a mott difagreeable 
and hurtful nature. Aftera man has plan- 
ted an orchard, furnifhed his kitchen-garden 
with Efpalier and Wall-trees of kinds a- 
greeable, as he believes, to his tafte, or his 
convenience and profit, been at a confi- 
derable expence in the culture of them, 
and waited many years in hopes of a grate+ 
ful return for his money and Jabour ; yet, 
after all this, when the trees become fruit- 
ful, if he finds himfelf utterly dif- 
appointed, and, in place of the forts he 
required, has nothing he wanted, but per- 
haps every thing he diflikes: and life is 
often too fhort to repair thefe misfortunes. 
Such circumftances however are far from 
being uncommon, and too many Gentle- 
men in Scotland will fhake their heads 
with hearty concern on the remem- 
brance of fimilar cafes, and fecond me in 
the juftice of this obfervation, and how 
neceflary it is to be cautious in the choice 
of nurferymen. 

It has been an almolt univerfally recei« 
ved opinion, that trees ought to be raifed in 
the nurfery on a poorer foil than that to 
which they are afterwards to be tranfpor- 
ted; and this conduét has been directed 
by many otherways the moft refpectable 
Authors. I muft acknowledge the doc- 
trine has avery {pecious appearance at firft 
view : I adhered to it early in life, and it 
is fo feemingly confiftent with Nature, 
that I am not furprifed it has been gene- 
rally adopted by young planters; at the 
fame time, I cannot account for thofe who 
have had much praétice, and long experi- 
ence, not expofing the errors of it. Re- 
peated experiments have fully convinced 
me of the ill effects of planting young 
and tender feedlings in the pooreft foils, 
and of the greater fuccefs attending thofe 
that were well-grown, on the fame, or in 
fimilar fituations. Theconfequences of raif= 
ing plants on poor hungry land are no 
lefs fatal than planting the feedlings in 
fuch, and fhould as much as poffible be 
avoided. In the culture of many trees, 
there is a neceflity of promoting their vigo- 
rous growth at firft, in order to their be- 
coming ftately and handfome ; nor can 
this be effe&ted by any other means than 
being early nurfed in a generous foil, for 
whatever future purpofes they aye meant, 
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or to whatever fituations they are deftined : 
for, if they are but barely fupported from 
infancy on meagre ground, they will never 
afterwards become trong, though removed 
to that which is rich and fi eding.. The 
caufes for this, when the fubjeét is fearch- 
ed to the bottom, are demonftrably plain. 
From their harfh and unfriendly food they 
contraé difeafes, which, if not 1mmediate- 
ly mortal, are certainly incurable ; they 
heceffarily have bad roots, they are hide» 
bound, and their branches weak and crook- 
ed; in fhort, though they may long lan- 
euith j in the tt ate of ‘buthes, they will never 
arrive to the magnitude of what may pro- 
perly be called trees. But, though I have 
advifed trees to be raifed on good land, 
Jet it be underftood, I mean that only 
which is naturally fo, and not what has 
lately been forced and pampered with dung ; 
or at leaft before that dung has been mel- 
lowed and reduced to the confiftence of 
earth, fuch being yet more baneful to trees 
in general, than | even the pooreft foils. 
The frequent complaints made by 
Gentlemen, of the trees they often have 
from the nurferies about Edinburgh, ism not 
furprifing: confiderable portions of the 
gardens being covered five or fix inches 
deep with new-made horfe and cow dung, 
immediately dug into the ground ; and, 
without the intervention of a fingle week, 
planted with trees and hedge-plants. Not 
many of my Readers will require a defcrip- 
tion of the effects arifing from this fhame- 
lefs praétice ; but, to the few who may 
be uninformed, I fhall only mention, 
that, from this corruption ‘at the root 
ef the plant, after ftanding fome time, it 
will hecome bliftered, which bliiters will 
contain vermin, and thefe vermin, by 
eating the roots, occafion a felter, that, 
communicating with the juices in the body, 
will make it become fcabbed and hide- 
bound, to a degree no remedy will cure: 
and in this ugly ttate the tree grows annual- 
ly weaker, till it perithes. This inf ection, 
however, does not foon difcover itfelf, as, 
for fome years, from the abundanc “e ugh 
grofinets of its food, it will make prodi- 
gious fhoets,—and, from th 








hefe unnatural 
fhoots, they : are boatted of as fine health- 
ful plants, hout reflecting on the latent 
poi on in their veins. 

I know not if I may be indulged in ven- 
turing ‘to make fome diltant comparifon 
between thefe plants (animated as they 
feem at firft with the rank fiery particles 
of new dung) and a man who drinks ex- 
cefhvely of brandy, or other fpirituous 
liquors; the one exukts for a time in im- 
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moderate, though falfe wit and gaiety ; 
the other feem to fmile in a no lefS extra- 
vagant growth ; but both, in the long-run, 
become difeafed, faint, and languid. 
Whether I am right in this obfervation, I 
fhall not pretend to determine; but I cer= 
tainly believe I am, in thinking a nurfery- 
man, who is guilty of this fraud, more 
hurtful to the public, and better intitled to 
banifhment, than fome poor rogues who 
undergo that fentence. It is thefe, and 
other circumttances of ill management, 
that have chiefly founded the common re- 
port of trees raifed on good foils " 
afterwards fucceeding in that which i 
worle,—though there i is nothing I Pics 
with more confidence affure my Readers of, 
than that I have had very many of the 
cleareft demonftrations to the contrary, 
where the plants were cultivated with 
judgment. 
With refpect to the choice of foil, peo- 
ple muft in general put up with the beft 
they can get, as he muft be either a very 
cunning, or very lucky gardener, who 
fhall difcover fo {mall a {pot of ground as 
is commonly required fora nurfery -garden, 
coniifting of as many various qualities as 
will be agreeable to all the plants neceffary 
there to be raifed: this muft be the ef- 
fect of judgment and labour, nor does 
Nature often admit of our enjoying fuch 
advantages but by the fweat of our brow. 
I thall therefore only further obferve, 
that the moft defirable foil for a nurfery 
is that which is loofe and dry, reduced to 
the fimalleft particles by frequent digging 
and raking, and which, if of ao onerous 
nature, does not require great depth 5 but 
the worft quality of the worit land is 
that which neareft approaches to heavy moift 
clay, wherein the trees will neither root 
liberally, nor our ufual weather in winter 
and {pring admit of its being laboured, 
but at particular, and frequently too late 
periods ; whence it is impoffible, that 
bufinefs can be carried on to any confider- 
able extent, feafor naty, in fuch grounds. 
It may probabl; be objested by fome, 
that tra (planting large trees has often 
been practifed without fuccels. This is a 
melancholy truth, too giaring to be de- 
nied ; though the reafons for it are no lefs 
ebvious, — they have proceeded without 
a ——' a and their mifcarriages were a 
uence. But lar; ve trees, 
raif fod ok judiciouly cultivated, fo far 
from fuecee ting worfe than thofe planted 
young, will from their much greater abun- 
dance of roots {preading near the furface, 
and enjoying all the benefits of the hea- 
venly 
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venly influences, grow much more freely, 
than fuch whofe roots, being deeper, are 
ftruggling with a cold, flug ggith, inanima- 
ted ‘foil. 

It has been a great difcouragement, and 
is a frequent obiervation made by men ad- 
vanced in years, that, from the {mall fize 
of trees ufually planted, they cannot hope 
to fee them in any great degree of beauty 
or perfection during their lives. But, by 
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following the rules laid down, this dif- 
couragement will be entirely rs 
and fuch as are above the regard of comn 
expence may have a f yurithing plenrat 
of well “gro trees in one feaion; 
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of the STURGEON and its Varieties s 


From Dr. Goldfmith and ether eminent Ti’riters. 


HE Sturgeon, with a form as ter- 
rible, and a body as large as the 
fhark, is yet a harmleis fith; incapable 
and unwilling to injure others, it flies from 
the fmallett of the finny tribes, and gene- 
rally falls a viétim to its own timidity. 
The fturgeon in its general form refem- 
bles a frefh-water pike. The nofe is long; 
the mouth is fiuated beneath, being fma!l, 
and without jaw-bones or teeth. But, 
though it is fo harmlefs and ill provided 
for war, the body is formidable enough to 
appearance. It is long, pentagonal, and 
cove ‘red with five rows of large bony 
, one yow onthe back and two on 
each fide, and a number of fins to give it 
greater expedition. Of this fith there ave 
three kinds; the common po al me the 
caviar fturgeon, and the hufo or ifinglais 
fh. The firlt has eleven knobs, on the 
back ; the fecond has fifteen ; and the lat- 
ter thirteen on the back and’ forty-three on 
the t Thefe differences feem flight to 
us who only confider the animal's form ; 
but thofe who confider its ufes find the 
diftin&tion of confiderable importance. 
The firit is the Rurgeon, the flefh of which 
is fent pickled into all parts of Europe. 
The fecond is the fifh from the roe of 
which that noted delicacy called caviar is 
made ; and the third, belides fupplying the 
caviar, furnithes alfo the valuable com- 
modity of ilingiais. They all grow toa 
very great fize; and fome of them have 
been found above eighteen feet long 
There is not a country in Europe but 
what this fith vifits at different feaiuns; it 
annually aicends the largeft rivers to fpawn, 
and propagates in an amazing number. 
The inhabitants along the banks of the Po, 
the Danube, and the Wolga, make great 
profit yearly of its incurfions up the ftream, 
and have their nets prepared for its recep- 
tion. The fturgeon alfo is brought daily 
to the markets of Rome and Venice, as 
they abound in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Yet thofe fith that keep entirely either in 


























falt or frefh water are but compar.tively 
fin ull. When the it } j 
ilitude of frefh an ti 
shat it grows to an enormous fize, 
almolt to rival even the whale in magni- 
tute. . 
Nor are we without frequent vifits from 
this much efteemed fith tn Engl md. Itis 
often accidentally ta in our rivers in 
falmon-nets, elpeci in thofe rivers not 
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far remote from the fea. T he largeit we 
have heard of, caught in Great Britain 


was taken in the Eke, ios they are 
moti frequently found ; and which weighed 
450 pounds, An enormous fize to thof 
who have only {een ourcommon fircth- 
water fiihes ! 

North-America alfo furnifhes the ftur- 
geon; their rivers, in May, June, and 
July, fupply them in very great abune 
fcen {port- 





dance. At that time th y a 
ing in tite wat nd leap c 
{i wface feveraly into the air. When 
they fail again on their fides, the conculs 

ion ts fo violent, that the noile is heard 
in fill weather at fome miles ditlance. 

But of all places where this animal is to 
be found, it appears na-where in fuch 
numbers asin the Lakes of Frifchchaff 
and Curifchatf, near the city of Pil 
In the rivers alfo that em pty them 
into the Euxine Sea this filh is caught 
great numbers, particularly 3 the mou 
of the river Don. In all thefe places the 
fifhermen regularly expect their arrival 
from the fea, and have t t 
ready prepared for tx ir reception. 

As the fturgeon ts an harmless 
NO way voracivtus, It is never caught by a 
bait in the ordirary manner of fithing, 
but always in nets. From the deferip- 
tion given above of its mouth, it is 
be fuppofed that the fturgeon_ w 
low any hook capable of | holding io large 
a bulk and fo ttrong afwim 
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mer. In fact, 
it never attempts to {eize any fith what- 
ever, but lives by rooung at the bottom 
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of the fea, where infects and fea-plants 
are its whole fubfiftence. From this qua- 
dity of floundering at the bottom it has re- 
ceived its name; which comes from the 
German verb ¢ ftoeren,’ fignifying to wal- 
low in the mud. That it lives upon no 
large animals is obvious to all thofe who 
cut it open, where nothing is found in its 
ftomach but a kind of flimy fubftance, 
which has induced fome to think it lives 
only upon water and air. From hence 
there is a German proverb, which is ap- 
plied to a man extremely temperate, when 
they fay he is as moderate as a fturgeon. 

As the fturgeon is fo temperate in its 
appetites, fo is it alfo equally timid in its 
nature. There would be fcarce any me- 
thod of taking it; did not its natural defire 
of propagation induce it to incur fo great 
a variety of dangers. The fimallett fith 
is alone fufficient to terrify a fhoal of ftur- 
geons; for, being unfurnifhed with any 
weapon of defence, they are obliged to 
trutt to their fwiftnefs and their caution for 
fecurity. Like all animals that do not 
make war upon others, fturgeons live in 
fociety among themfelves ; rather for the 
purpo:es of pleafure, than from any power 
of mutual protection. Gefner even afferts, 
that they are delighted with founds of va- 
rious kinds; and that he has feen them 
fhoal together, at the notes of a trum- 
et. 

The ufual time, as was faid before, for 
the fturgeon to come up rivers to depofit 
its fpawn, is about the beginning of fum- 
mer, when the fifhermen ot all great rivers 
make a regular preparation for its recep- 
tion. At Pillau particularly, the thores 
are formed into diftrifts, and allotted to 
companies of fithermen, fome. of which 
are rented for about 300 pounds a-year. 
The nets in which the fturgeon are caught 
are made of fmall cord, and placed acrofs 
the mouth of the river; but in fuch a 
manner that, whether the tide ebbs or 
flows, the pouch of the net goes with the 
ftream. The fturgeon thus cavght, while 
in the water, is one of the ftrongeit fithes 
that {wims, and often breaks the net to 
pieces that enclofes it ; but the inftant it is 
raifed with its head above water, all its 
activity ceafes: it is then a lifelefs, fpirit- 
leis Jump, and fuffers itlelf to be tamely 
drageed on fhore. Itis prudent, however, 
to draw it to fhore gently; for, if excited 
by any unncceffary violence, it has been 
known to break the fifhermen’s legs with 
a blow of its tail, The moit experienced 


fifhers, therefore, when they have drawn 
dt to the biink, keep the head {till elevated, 
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which prevents its doing any mifchief with 
the hinder part of the body: others, by a 
nooze, faften the head and the tail toge- 
ther ; and thus, without immediately dif- 
patching it, bring it to the market, if there 
be one near; or keep it till their number 
is completed for exportation. 

The fleth of this animal pickled is very 
well known at all the tables of Europe ; 
and is even more prized in England, than 
in any of the countries where it is ufually. 
caught. The fifhermen have two different 
methods of preparing it. The one is by 
cutting it in long pieces lengthwife, and, 
having falted them, by hanging them up 
in the fun to dry; the fith thus prepared 
is fold in all the countries of the Levant, 
and fipplies the want of better provifion. 
The other method, which is ufually prac- 
tifed in Holland, and along the thores of 
the Baltic, is to cut the fturgeon crofswife 
into fhort pieces, and put it into finall bar- 
rels, with a pickle made of falt and fau- 
mure. This is the fturgeon which is fold 
in England ; and of which great quanti- 
ties came from the north, until we gave 
encouragement to the importation of it 
from North-America. From thence we 
uled to be well fupplied; but it is faid, 
not with fuch good fith as thofe imported 
from the north of Europe. 

A very great trade is alfo carried on with 
the roe of the fturgeon, preferved in a par- 
ticular manner, and called Caviar: it is 
made from the roe of all kinds of fturgeon, 
but particularly the fecond. Thjg is much 
more in requeit in other countries#iof Eu- 
rope than with us. To all thefe high-re- 
lifhed meats, the appetite muft be formed 
by degrees; and, though even in England 
it uied to be much in requeft at the politeft 
tables, it is at prefent funk intirely into 
difufe. It is itill, however, a confiderable 
merchandize ainong the Turks, Greeks, 
and Venetians. Caviar fomewhat re- 
fembles foft foap in confiftence; but it is 
of a brown, uniform colour, and is eaten 
as cheefe with bread. ‘lhe manner of 
making it is this: they take the {pawn 
from the body of the fturgeon—for it is 
to be obferved that the fturgeon differs 
from other cartilaginous fifh, in that it 
has {pawn likea cod, and not eggs like a 
ray. —This {pawn being cleared from the 
finall membranes that conneét it together, 
they wath it with vinegar, and afterwards 

{pread it to dry upon a table; they then 
fut it intoa veflel with falt, breaking the 
{pawn with their hands, “nd not with a 
peitle ; this Cone, they put it into a canvas 
bag, letting the liquor draim from it; 
Jaitly, 
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Jaitiy, they put it in a tub, with holes in 
the bottom, fo that, if there be any 
moifture ftill remaining, it may run out: 
then it is preffed down, and covered up 
clofe for ufe. 

But the hufo or ifinglafs fith furnifhes a 
ftill more valuable commodity. This 
fifth is caught in great quantities in the 
Danube, from the months of O&ober to 
January : It is feldom under fifty pounds 
weight, and often above goo. Its fieth is 
foft, glutinous, and flabby ; but it is fome- 
times falted, which makes it better tafted, 
and then it turns red like falmon. It is 
for the commodity it furnithes that it is 
chiefly taken. Tfinglafs is of a whitith 
fubftance, enclining to yellow, done up 
into rolls, and fo exported for ufe. It is 
very well known as {erviceable not only in 
medicine, but many arts. The varnifher, 
the wine-merchant, and even the clothier 
know its ufes ; and very great fums are 
yearly expended upon this fingle article of 
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commerce. The manner of making it is 
this: they take the fkin, the entrails, the 
fins and the tail of this fith, and cut them 
into {mall pieces ; thefe are left to ma- 
cerate in a fufficient quantity of warm wa- ° 
ter, and are boiled fhortly after witha 
flow fire, until they are diffolved and redu- 
ced toa jelly ; this jelly is {fpread upon in- 
ttruments made for the purpofe, fo, that 
drying, it aflumes the form of parchment, 
and, when quite dry, itis then rolled into 
the form which we fee it in the fhops. 

This valuable commodity is principally 
furnifhed from Ruffia, where they prepare 
great quantities furprifingly cheap. Mr. 
Jackfon, an ingenious countryman of our 
own, found out an obvious method of make- 
ing a glue at home that anfwered all the 
purpofes of ifinglafs ; but what with the 
trouble of making it, and perhaps the arts 
put in pra&tice to underiell him, he was 
obliged to difcontinue the improvement of 
his difcovery. 


Th HISTORY of ENGLAND, continued from Page 299 
of our laf. 


In the mean time, the behaviour of the 
Jacobite an) High-church party occafioned 
the publithing a proclamation for fuppref- 
fing of riots and tumults. Seditious libels 
were with great induftry difperfed, jealou- 
fies infufed into weak minds, and the 
groundlefs clamour of the danger of the 
Church revived. In November, the Dukes 
of Marlborough, Shrewfbury, and Argyle, 
the Earls of Nottingham and Sunderland, 
the Lord Townfhend, the Marquis de 
Montelone, the $panifh Ambaffador, the 
Count de Noftiz, and feveral other perfons 
of diftin&tion, received, by the mail from 
France, copies of a paper printed in Eng- 
hih, French, and Latin, figned at the top 
James R. and dated at Plombieres the 29th 
of Auguft, 1714, N. S. being a kind of 
manifefto or declaration of the Pretender, 
afferting his claim tothe Crown of Great 
Britain. He fays, * The Revolution ruined 
the Englifh monarchy, Jaid the foundation 
of a republican government, and devolved 
the fovereign power on the people.” He ob- 
ferves, ¢ That, when he found the treary of 
peace was upon the point of being conclu- 
ded, without any regard to him, he publith- 
ed, in April 1712, his protettation againft 
it.” He then gives the reafon of his fitting 
fill for fome time paft, in thefe remarkable 
words ; § Yet, contrary to our expectations, 
upon the death of the Princefs our filtr 
{ot whofe good intentions towards us we 
could not for fome time palt well doubt; 


and this was the reafon we then fat fill, 
expcecling the good effects thereof; which 
were unfortunately prevented by her de-~ 
plorable death) we found that our people, 
inftead of taking this favourable opportu- 
nity of retrieving the honour and true in- 
tereft of their country, by doing us and 
themfeives juttice, had immediately pro- 
claimed for their King a foreign Prince, to 
our prejudice, contrary to the fundamen- 
tal and inconteftable laws of hereditary 
right, which their pretended aéts of 
fettlement can never abrogate.” The 
perfons who received this declaration 
thought it their duty to deliver it into 
the hands of the Secretaries of Srate; 
upon which the Marquis de Lam- 
berti, the Duke of Lorrain’s, Minifter, was 
forbid the Court, becaufe fuch a thing 
could not be done at Plombieres without 
the countenance of his Matter ; and the 
following meflage was delivered to him by 
the Lord Townthend: ¢ That it was in- 
confiftent with his Majefty’s honour and 
dignity, as well as intereit, to admit to 
audience the Minifter of a Prince, who, at 
that very jun&ture, gave fhelter and pro- 
teétion toa Pretender, and an open enemy 
to his dominions.” The Marquis trant- 
mitted this meffage to the Duke of Lorrain, 
left London, and went to Oxford, to wait 
his Mafter’s anfwer. Ths gave juft 
caufe of {ufpicion, that the Pretender and 
his friends had formed a party in that Uni- 
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verfity to advance his intereft, as it after- 
wards appeared. The Marquis, having re- 
ceived the Duke of Lorrain’s anfwer, dated 
at Nancy, December the 6th, 1714, N S. 
communicated it to the Lord Townfhend. 
It was to this effect : 

© I believe, Sir, you no ways ‘oubt of 
my being extremely furpriféd to hear by 
the Courter, which came from you, that, 
when you applied to my Lord Townfhend 
to obtain an audience, that Minifter made 
anfwer, that, fince the Chevalier de St. 
George remained ftill in my dominions, 
the King thought fit to forbid you the 
Court : in cafe bis M jelty fhould continue 
in this difagreeable refolution with refpect 
to me, I muft fubmit to his pleafure, and 
you have nothing elfe to do, but to return 
hither as foon as you are able. However, 
you are firlt toapply to the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and to the King’s Minifters, de- 
firing them to lay betore his Mijetty the 
unfortunate fiuation I am in, if, after 
having been fo ready to let the King know 
the part I take in his acceffion io the Crown 
of England, and after having been one of 
the firit to make my compliments, and 
fhew my zeal on this occafion, all Europe 
fhould be acquainted, that his Majeity had 
fome reafon to be diffaiisfied with me. 
That I cannot conceive, whence this fhould 
proceed, fince, as to the Chevalier de St. 
George, the world knows, by wher means 
he came into this country: that every one 
is informed of the fituation of my territories, 
which are furrounded and cut through on 
all fides by France: that it is known how 
f had no fhare in his coming tnto my coun- 
try: that [neither invited him to come 
thither, nor could I force him to go away : 
that lately, upon the death of Queen Anne, 
I knew nothing of his leaving Bar, till 
twelve hours after he was gone from 
thence ; and I knew nothing of his return 
to Bar, till after he was come back, as a 
traveller, that goes backwards and for- 
wards in an open country, and intermixed 
with other territories as mine is: as to the 
manifefto or declaration dated at Plom- 
bieres, which the Chevalier de St. George 
had got printed, I knew nothing move of 
it, than that he gave me one after it had 
been publifhed 5 but that really | am much 
concerned to hear from you, that it has 
been reported, that the fame muanifettoes 
have been fpread abroad by you, or thofs 
of your retinue. Town to you, that Jam 
extremely concerned at this, and that in 
fome fort it feems to be a deign to make 
me uneafy, to give out, that either 1 or my 
fervants meddled in {uch an affair, 


THE SUPPLEMENT TO 





‘ Thefe are the reafons, which I have te 
offer, and which I would have you defire 
thofe Gentlemen to lay before the King, 
in hopes they will convince his Majetty of 
my mott refpectful adherence to him, and 
that his Majeity will be pleafed to admit 
you to an audience. 

€ But, if contrary to my expectation the 
King will not giant you an audience, 
you are to come away, having defired the 
Munitters to let the King know the concern 
Tam under ; and that [ hope his Majelty 
wiil pleafe to accept of my good intentions, 
and the early care I took to thew him the 
inviolable zeal I have for him.” 

When the Marquis communicated this 
letter to the King’s Miniiters, he, at the 
fame time, expreff:d his Matter’s ‘deep 
concern at this unlucky affair, which ob- 
ftrucied the friend (hipand good underftand- 
ing he had fo early fought with his Britannic 
Majetty, for whom he ever entertained the 
hiohett efteem and veneration. And he 
Jikewile expreifed his own particular con- 
cern, and the great mortification it was to 
hm, not to be admitted toa Court, which 
he had fo great a defire to be made known 
to. He was anfwered, ¢ That it was not 
out of any prejudice to his perfon, nor 
even to the perfon of his Mafter, for whom 
the King had a greatefteem. But that, 
as affaus ftood at prefent, though his ex- 
cules were, in fome meafure, allowable, 
yet his Majefty was the beft judge of what 
was confiltent with his own honour and. 
dignity 5 and, as his Majetty was likewile 
fenfible of the Duxe’s reaclinefs to feek and 
cultivate a firiendthip with his Majetty, fo 
the King wifhed, that the caufes, which 
obitrucied the fame at prefent, might be 
fpeedily removed.” The Marquis finding 
by this anfwer, that his Majeity infitted on 
the removal of the Pretender from the do- 
minions of Lorrain, before he would ad- 
mit him to an audience, took his leave of 
the Lord Townfhend, and, on the 13th 
of December, fet out on his return home. 
In anfwer to that part of the Duke of Lor- 
rain’s letter, wherein he alledges, ¢ That 
his territo:ies are furrounded and cut 
through on all fides by France; and that 
he neither invited the Chevalier de St. 
George thither, nor could force him to go 
away ;” a paper, tranfmitted hither by Mr. 
Prior, and delivered to him by the Marquis 
de Torcy, was faid to be produced to the 
Marquis, whereby his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty declared, ‘That he neither did, nor 
wou'd in any manner concern himfelf with 
the Chevalier de St. George ;* which de- 
claration 
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claration was direétly contrary to the Duke 
of Lorrain’s ailegation. 

When the Pretender’s declaration came 
firft into England, and was publithed in 
the foreign prints, the Jacobites and 
Tories iniitted upon its being a contrivance 
of the Whigs, to refle&t on the memory 
of the Queen, and to fix an odium upon 
the High church party, becaufe in that 
declaration he faid, ‘ That for fome time 
paft he could not well doubt of his fifter’s 
good intentions towards him.” But they 
were much confounded by the Duke of 
Lorrain’s letter, which owned the declara- 
tion to be genuine, and that the Preten- 
der himfelf had given him one of them. 

About the latter end of November, the 
King advanced the falaries of the Chief- 
juftice of the King’s-bench, and of the 
Chief-baron of the Exchequer, to the 
fame fum, as was allowed the Chief-juftice 
of the Common-pleas, being 2000l. a- 
year, and the falaries of the other nine 
Judges to rs00l. a year. 

About this time addrefles were fet on 
foot in Scotland, for diffolving the Union ; 
and it was alfo propofed, that none fhould 
be ele&ted Members of Parliament there, 
but fuch as would promife to ufe their en- 
deavours for that purpofe. Many well- 
meaning people feemed at firft inclinable to 
fall in with thofe mea® -es; but, when 
they found that Jacobies were the moft 
zealous in pufhing this affair, in order to 
raife confufion and difcord betwixt the two 
nations, they refufed to concur, and re- 
ferred their grievances by the Union to’ be 
confidered, when the nation fhould be bet- 
ter fettled. But there was a quite dif- 
ferent {pirit among the High church party 
in England, who excited riots and tumults 
in many parts of the kingdom, to which 
they bad been encouraged by the Preten- 
der’s declaration. To prevent thefe dif- 
orders, a proclamation was publifhed on 
the 6th of December. 

Religious difputes were at this time alfo 
at a great height. Dr. Samuel Clarke 
having, before the Queen's death, publith- 
ed his Scripture-doétrine of the Trinity, 
the Lower-houfe of convocation had com- 
plained of his book, as containing ailer- 
tions contrary to the Catholic faith. This 
complaint being laid before the Bifhops, 
they defired an extract to be made of fuch 
paflages as gave greateft offence, and were 
moft liable to cenfure. Accordingly, the 
Lower- houfe made an extract, and, having 
fent it up to the Bithops, Dr. Clarke, 
whilft it was under confideration, wrote a 
reply to it, which was prefented to fome of 
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the Bithops, but was not laid before the 
Houf:. After this, there appeared in ale 
moft the whole Upper-houte a great difpos 
fition to prevent diffenfions and divifions 
by coming to a temper in this matter, and 
Dr. Clarke was preeailed upon to lay be- 
fore them a paper, in order to put an end 
to the affair. Dr. Clarke, being apprehens 
five, that, if his paper thould be publifhed 
feparately without a true account of the: 
preceding and following circumfances, it 
might be liableto be mifunderfiood in fe- 
veral particulars, caufed, three days after, 
an explanation to be delivered to the B:fhop 
of London. The fame day the Upper- 
houfe came to a refolution to enter the 
paper and explanation in the atts of the 
Houle, to communicate the fame to the 
Lower-houfe, and to proceed no farther 
upon the extra&t. But the Lower-houfe 
were of a different opinion, and refolved, 
that the paper was no recantation of his 
heretical affertions, nor did give fuch fatif- 
faction for the great feandal occafioned by 
his writings as ought to put a ftop to any 
further examination. 

Thus ftood the affsir at the Queen's 
death, and, the difputes about the Trinity 
increafing, on the rth of December were 
publithed ¢ Dire&tions to the Archbifhops, 
and Bithops, for the preferving unity in the 
Church, and purity of the Chriitian faith, 
concerning the Holy Trinity ; and alfo for 
preferving the peace and quiet of the 
ttate.” 


Thefe direStions were : 

I. That no preacher whatfoever, in his 
fermon or le&ture, do prefume to deliver 
any other doétrine concerning the bleffed 
Trinity, than what is contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, and is agreeable to the 
three Creeds, and the thirty-nine articles 
of religion. 

II. That, in the explication of this doc- 
trine, they carefully avoid all new terms, 
and confine themfelves to fuch ways of ex- 
prefion as have been commonly ufed in 
the Church. ; 

IiI. That care be taken, in this matter, 
efpecially to obferve the fifty-thind canon 
of this Church, which forbids public op- 
potition between preachers, becaufe (as 
that canon expreffes it) there groweth there- 
by much offence and difquietne's unto the 
people: and that, above all things, they 
abitain from bitter inveétives and {currilous 
language againft all perfons whatfoever. 

IV. That none of the clergy, in their fer- 
mons and leétures, prefume to intermeds 
dle ia any affairs of flate or government, 
or 
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er the conftitution of the realm, fave 
only on fuch fpecial feafts and fafts as are 
or thall be appointed by public authority ; 
and then no farther than the occafion of 
fuch days fhall ftri&ly require. Provided 
always, that nothing in this dire&tion fhall 
be underftood to dilcharge any perfon from 
preaching in defence of the legal {upremacy 
eftablithed by law, as often and in fuch 
manner as the firlt canon of the Church 
doth require. 

V. That the foregoing direftions be alfo 
obferved by thofe who write any thing 
concerning the faid fubjects. 

VI. Whereas alfo we are credibly in 
formed, that it is the manner of fome in 
every diocefe, before their fermon, either 
to ufe a collect and the Lord’s-prayer, or 
the Lord’s-prayer only (which the fifty- 
fifth canon prefcribes as the conclufion of 
the prayer, and not the whole prayer) or at 
leaft to leave out our titles, by the fame 
canon required to be declared and recog- 
nifed : we do further direct, that you re- 
quire your clergy, in their prayer before 
fermon, that they do keep ftriétly to the 
form in the faid canon contained, or to the 
full effeé&t thereof. 

VII. And whereas we alfo underftand, 
that divers perfons, who are not of the 
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clergy, have of late prefumed, not only fo 
talk and to difpute againft the Chriftian 
faith concerning the bleiled Trinity, but 
alfo to write and publith books and pams 
phlets againit the fame, and induftnoufly 
fpread them through the kingdom, con- 
trary to the known laws in that behalf made 
and enacted, and particularly to one act of 
Parliament made in the ninth year of King 
William the Third, iniitled, ‘ An a& for 
the more effe&tual fupprefling of blafphemy 
and profanenefs ;” we, taking all the mat- 
ters above-mentioned into our royal and 
ferious confideration, and being defirous to 
do what in us lies to put a ftop to thefe 
diforders, do ftriétly charge and command 
you, together with all other means fuitable 
to your holy profeflion, to make ufe of 
your authority according to law for the 
fuppreffing and reftraining of all fuch ex- 
orbitant praétices. And, for your affiftancc, 
we will give charge to our Judges, and all 
other civil Officers, to do their duty here- 
in, in executing the faid aét, and all other 
laws, againft all fuch perfons as thall, by 
thefe means, give occafion of fcandal, dil- 
cord, and difturbance in our Church and 
kingdom. 
[ To be continued. ] 


On the Ufe of Oax-Leaves in Hot-Houfes in Preference to Tanner’s- 


Bark, by W. Speechly, Gardener to his Grace the Duke of Portland. 


Prefume that the leaves of the Oak 
abound with the fame quality as the 
bark of the tree, therefore the fooner they 
are raked up after they fall from the trees, 
the better, as that quality will naturally 
decreafe during the time they are expofed 


to the weather. After being raked into 
heaps, they fhould immediately be carried 
to fome place near the hot-hcufes, where 
they mutt lie to couch. 1 generally fence 
them round with charcoal-hurdles, or any 
thing elfe to keep them from being blown 
about the garden in windy weather. In 
this place we tread them well, and water 
them, in cafe they happen to have been 
brought in dry. We make the heap fix 
or feven feet in thicknefs, covering it over 
with old matts, or any thing elfe, to pre- 
vent the upper leaves from being blown 
away. In a few days the heap will came 
toa ftrong heat. For the firlt year or two 
that I uied thefe leaves, I did not conti- 
nue them in the heat longer than ten days 
or a formight; but in this I difcovered a 
confiderable convenience, as they fettled 
f@ much when got into the hot-houfe as 


foon to require a fupply. Taught by ex- 
perience, I now let them remain in the 
heap for five or fix weeks, by which time 
they are properly prepared for the hot- 
houfés. In getting them into the pine- 
pits, if they appear dry, we water them 
again, treading them in layers exceed- 
ingly well, till the pits are quite full. We 
then cover the whole with tan to the 
thicknefs of two inches, and tread it well 
till the furface become fmooth and even. 
On this we place the pine-pots in the man- 
ner they are to ftand, beginning with the 
middle row firft, and filling up the fpaces 
between the pots withtan. In like man- 
ner we proceed to the next row till the 
whole be finifhed ; and this operation is 
performed in the fame manner as when 
tan only is ufed. 

After this the leaves require no farther 
trouble the whole feafon through, as they 
will retain a conftant and regular heat for 
twelve months without either ftirring or 
turning ; and, if I may form a judgment 
from their appearance when taken out, 
(being always entire and perfeét) it is pro- 
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bable they would continue their heat 
through a fecond year; but, as an annual 
fupply of leaves is eafily obtained, fuch a 
trial is hardly worth the trouble of make- 
ing. 

After this the pines wil} have no occa- 
fion to be moved but at the fated times of 
their management, viz. at the fhifting 
them in their pots, &c. when at each time 
a little frefh tan fhou!d be added to make 
up the deficiency arifing from the fetling 
ot the beds ; but this will be inconfidera- 
ble, as the leaves do not fettle much after 
their long couching. Duiing the two firtt 
years of my practice I did not ofe any tan, 
but plunged the pine pots into the leaves, 
and jult covered the furface of the beds, 
when finifhed, with a little faw-duft, to 
give it a neatnefs. ‘This method was at- 
tended with one inconvenience; for by 
the caking of the leaves they fhrunk from 
the fides of the pots, whereby they be- 
came expofed to the air, and at the fame 
time the heat of the beds was permitted to 
efcape. 

Many powerful reafons may be given 
why Oak-Jeaves (for I have not tried any 
other kinds) are preferable to Tanners- 
bark. 

Fick, They always heat regularly ; for, 
during the whole time that I have ufed 
them, which is near feven years, I never 
once knew of their heating with violence ; 


and this is fo frequently the cafe with tan, 
that I affirm, and indeed it is well known 
to every perfon converfant in the manage- 
ment of the hot-houfe, that pines fuffer 


more from this one circumftance, than 
from all the other accidents put together, 
infe&ts excepted. When this accident 
happens near the time of their fruiting, 
their effe& is foon feen in the fruit, which 
always comes ill-fhaped and exceedingly 
fmall. Sometimes there will be little or 
no fruit at all; therefore gardeners, who 
make ufe of tan ¢ only’ for their pines, 
fhould be moft particulaily careful to 
avoid an over-heat at that critical feafon— 
the time of * fhewing” fruit. 

Secondly, The heat of oak-leaves is 
conftant ; whereas tanners-bark generally 
turns cold in a very hort time after its fu- 
tious heat is gone off. This obliges the 
gardener to give the tan fiequent turnings 
in order to promote its heating. Theie 
frequent turnings (not to mention the 
expence) are attended with the worft con- 
fequences; for, by the continual moving 
of the pots backwards and forwards, the 
pines are expofed to the extremes of heat 
and cold, whereby their growth is coni- 


derably retarded ; whereas, when leaves 
are ufed, the pines will have no occafion 
to be moved, but at the time of potting, 
&c —The pines have one particular ad- 
vantage in this undilturbed fituation ; 
their roots grow through the bottoms of 
the pots and matt amongit the leaves in a 
furprifing manner. From the vigour of 
the plants, when in this fituation, it is 
highly probable that the leaves, even in 
this itate, afford them an uncommon ard 
agreeable nourifhment. 

Thirdly, There is a faving in point of 
expence, which is no inconfiderable object 
in places where tan. cannot be had but 
from a great diftance, as is the cafe here, 
the article of carriage amounting to ten 
fhillings for each waggon-load. Indeed, 
this was the principal reafon that firft in- 
duced me to make trial of leaves. 

My laft ground of preference is the 
confideration that decayed leaves make 
good manure ; whereas rotten tan is expe- 
rimentally found to be of no value. I 
have often tried it both on fand and clay, 
alfo on wet and dry lands, and never could 
difcover, in any of my experiments, that 
it deferved the name of manure; whereas 
decayed leaves are the richeit, and, of all 
others, the moft fuitable for a garden. 
But this muft only be underftood of leaves 
after they have undergone their fermen- 
tation which reduces them to a true ves 
getahle mould, in which we experimen- 
tally know that the food of plants is con- 
tained—but, whether that food be ‘ oil, 
mucilage, or falt,” or a combination of 
all three, I leave to philofophers to deter- 
mine. ‘This black mould is, of all others, 
the moft proper to mix with compoft earth, 
and I ufe it in general for pines, and al- 
moft for every thing that grows in pots. 
For flowers it mott excellent. The re- 
mainder of this vegetable mould may be 
employed 1n manuring the quarters of the 
kitchen garden, for which purpofe it is 
highly uteful. 

Leaves mixed with dung make excel 
lent hot-beds—and I find that beds 
compounded in this manner preferve their 
heat much longer than when made en- 
tirely with dung. In both cafes the ap- 
plication of leaves will be a confiderable 
faving of dung, a circumftance very 
agreeable, as it will be the means of pre- 
venting the conteiis frequently obferved 
in large tamilies between the fuperinten- 
dant of the gardens and the directors of 
the bufbandry. 

Welbeck, --W.. SPEECHLY. 
Feb. 22,1776, 
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OCCASIONAL LETTERS. Lerrer LXXXVII. 


On PLEASURE. 


OUTH is the feafon, in which plea- 

fures puefent themfelves to the ima- 
gination to seduce and captivate it: they 
begin by dazzling our fight, and, when 
once they have fucceeded in this point, 
they foon aflume the empire of the heart ; 
there they eftablifh their dominion, and 
choke every feed of virtue. As foon as 
the inordinate love of pleafure takes poffef- 
fion of the foul, virtue is obliged to retire ; 
we are thenceforth wholly taken up with 
fuch objeéis as gratify the paflions, che- 
rth effiminacy, and fupport vanity: we 
feek for nothing but mifchievous indul- 
gences, we Jiften only to the diétates of 
fenfual appetites. 

There is no man who is not fond of 
eafe and tranquillity; it is fo deeply im- 
printed inour minds, that we mutt diveft 
ourfelves of our nature, before we can 
think otherwife: but, by tranquillity of 
mind, we mean that pure fatisfaction, 
which has nothing incommon with thole 
indolent gratifications, in which the world 
chiefly delights: for you cannot be too 
often told, that the pleafures which it 
purfues, as its fovereign good, are only 
phantoms which miflead us. I am no 
ftranger to thefe boafted delights: I have 
been fufficiently engaged in their vain pur- 
fuit; and from my own experience I can 
with truth declare, that they only ferve to 
lull reafon to fleep: it is, in fhort, a ttate 
of ftupefaction, which terminates in re- 
morfe ; a dream, from which when we 
awake, we find a vacuum which we are 
not able to fupply. I always fancied that 
they would fill my heart with the mot 
perfect joy, and I found myfelf conftantly 
difappointed. Though the foul drink ever 
fo largely of this cup, it never finds that 
inward fatisfaétion, which leaves nothing 
farther to be defired: we never can be 
completely happy, whilf we are under the 
government of our paffions. 

If I had time and ability to analyfe 
thofe pleafures to which the world is 
entlaved, I could demonfirate to you the 
infufficiency of public diverfions and° a- 
mulements to give real fatisfaftion to a 
ration! mind: it is fufficient to know that 
they are trifling, that they are fatiguing, 
and that they are tranfient. The foul can 


find no real happinefs in that which is not 
fubftautia!, peaceful, and unchangeable ; 





we always therefore offer violence to our 
better part, when we launch forth into 
that tumultuous ocean of trifles, which 
conftitute the life of people of fafhion. It 
is only by ftifling refletion, that the lovers 
of pleafure can fupport themfelves : they 
well know, that a little ferious confidera- 
tion would give them a diltafte for the 
pleafures which they are purfuing, and 
therefore they do every thing they can to 
get rid of it. Thus do they live in a wil- 
ful ignorance even of their own minds. 

How often does the Theatre, which we 
are fond of calling the fchool of true polite- 
nefs and juft fentiments, carry us away 
from ouifelves, and render us the flaves of 
paffion! Itis always love, which performs 
the principal character, and which is repre- 
fented in the moft alluring manner: I ne- 
ver went to it in my life, without return- 
ing more enamoured with the world, 
more paffionately fond of drefs, and more 
ftrongly inclined to diffipation. ‘The glare- 
ing appearance of the ftage, the fentiments 
there delivered, and the objects exhibited, 
all ferve to enchant the fenfes, excite the 
paffions, intoxicate the mind, and encou- 
rage the love of pleafure. 

Think not I affume the language of a 
preacher, mine is only that of reafun and 
experience. The Theatre is very frequent- 
ly the ruin of young men, whom the fight 
of an aétrefs feduces, and carries headlong 
into every {pecies of mifcief. From that 
moment all domeftic attachments are at 
an end; all relative duties are neglected ; 
a total diforder in their affairs fucceeds, and 
they become the fubje&t of public conver- 
fation, and the authors of ruin to them- 
felves and to their families. 

I defy the advocates for thefe entertain- 
ments to deny the fats juft men:zioned, 
Alas! what I have faid is too frequently 
verified, to queftion the trush of it. In 
vain we are told, that the tears which we 
fhed in the Theatre teach us to be compaf- 
fionate ; the momentary tendernefs excited 
by romance never yet materially affected 
the heart: they who are jult come from a 
fcene, at which they weie almoft diffolved 
into tears, could with dry eyes behold the 
wretch, who, in want of every comfoit, 
implores their pity and relief. 

Affemblies have fo often proved the oc- 
cafions of intrigues and duels, that I can- 
not 
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not venture to recommend them : it is cer- 
tainly very proper, that a young man of 
fafhion fhould know how to introduce 
himfclf, at fuch places ; and particularly 
that he fhould be able to dance gracefully ; 
but it is alfo very neceffary he fhould know, 
that, of all qualifications, dancing is the 
leaft confiderable ; that a man of {cience 
looks on it with an eye of pity ; and that a 
man of reflection ought neither too curioufly 
tn ftudy it, nor too earneftly engage in it; 
it is the property of perfons of a trifling 
charaéter to be wholly occupied by tri- 
fles. 

As to play, there is no fpecies of it, 
which does not ftand in need of fome apo- 
logy to excufeit. At belt, it thews a 
feeblenefs of mind, which is incapable of 
proper application, and occafions a lofs of 
time, which it is impoffible to redeem : 
you muft never confider it, but merely as 
a recreation, and as an occafional aét of 
civility which you owe to fociety ; but lay 
this down as a maxim, that the money 
which we win feldom does us the lealt 
good, and that the lofs of our money fel- 
dom fails to difconcert us. Of games of 
hazard I fay nothing; they are fo dan- 
gerous, that every thinking perfon will 
moft carefully avoid them: in thefe, men 
either lofe their reputation, or their for- 
tune, or both; and, however affluent they 
may fuppofe themfelves, from the moment 
they commence gamefteis, they can never 
infure their being worth a thilling. A 
fingle throw often reduces an opulent man 
to abfoluie beggary. ’ 

I am, perhaps, wrong, in reckoning 
play in the number of pleafures : it cer- 
tainly has much more the appearance of 
ftudy, than of recreation: the eyes fixed, 
the attention engroffed, a deep filence, a 
reftlefs inquietude arifing from the fear of 
lofing, or the hopes of gain, exclude the 
moft diftant idea of pleafure. This is the 
ftate of all who lofe: they are full of care, 
they are full of complaints, they torment 
theméfelves, and when they are feen playing, 
to fay the truth, they do every thing but 

lay. 

As for feafts, they are only our ordi- 
nary meals embellithed by elegance and a 
variety of meats, and may ferve to remind 
us, that this body of ours is a flave, that 
has a great many wants to be fupplied ; 
and that all thefe kinds of food with which 
our vanity is fed were originally defign- 
ed merely for a remedy againft death. It 
is a fure indication of a degenerate mind, 
when any man makes his happinels \o 
confit in the pleafure of eating. 


Do not imagine, that I have the leaft 
defire of making you unfociable or morofe : 
my intention is only to infpire you with 
elevated fentiments ; to teach you the true 
value of things, that you may not miftake 
tinfel for gold, but that you may ufe this 
world as not abufing it; and that you 
may be affured, that a con{cientious dif- 
charge of your duty is the only fource of 
real pleafure ; that to reach forth comfort 
to the miferable gives the trueit fatisfac- 
tion, and furnifhes the mind with that 
enjoyment, which no entertainments or 
diverfions can afford. 

Can there be a more pitiable objedt than 
one, whofe whole happinefs depeniis on a 
fox-chace, a concert, or a play? Should 
either of thefe fail him, he is undone: or, 
if by chance he fhould be fo circumiianced 
as to be out of the reach of them, he is fo 
miferable, that his exiftence is a burthen 
tohim. Who, on the contrary, is more 
happy than he, who, furnifhed with the 
means of amufing folitude, can fit down 
and relith the pleafures of reading and 
contemplation ? Such a man goes out into 
the world merely for recreation, and to 
difcharge the duties which he owes to fo- 
ciety: he confiders public amufements as 
incidental means of relaxation, but can 
never be induced to fet his heart on fuch 
ufelefs trifles. 

The diverfions of the field are certainly 
amufing ; the charms of mufic are unquef- 
tionably great; but our attachment to 
either falis little thort of madnefs, if we 
fuffer them to engrofs our whole time, or 
our be(t affeS&tions. It is temperance, 
which muft give a relifh even to our plea- 
fures ; and which alone renders them wor- 
thy of a rational foul. When we would 
be always amufed, we lofe the idea of 
amufement ; even what is moft delicious 
becomes infipid, by being conitantly with- 
in our reach. Every thing grows dull to 
that heart, which is a prey to voluptuouf- 
nels 5 every unneceflary refinement, made 
ufe of to whet the appetite for pleafure, 
produces a painful {stety; if you only 
confider recreation, as the remedy of fa- 
tignue, it will be very eafy to find amufe- 
ment: ftucied pleafures are only for thoie, 
who’e apjetites are in a manner ex- 
havited 

Perfons, arrived at an avcein which the 
paflions begin to thew themlelves, ought 
to guard with the atmoft care againft every 
thing which may corrupt their morals, or 
difturb their tranquillity. Youth is the 
torrid zone of life, and the love of women 
is the fource of inquictude and misfortune ; 
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hiftory abounds with inftances of thofe ra- 
vages which it is continually making: it 
prefentsitfelf to us under the attraCtive idea 
of pleafuve ; but it foon becomes a torment, 
which diforders the imagination, diftraéis 
the mind, and tyrannifes over the heart. 
Whoever is thoroughly fubject to this at- 
tachment is always ready to violate the 
moft facred duties ; he forgets his friends, 
his country, and his God: he fees nothing 
but the object of his paffion, he hearkens 
to nothing but the vice of his unbridled 
defires. 

In this dreadful fituation you will be 
fure to find yourflves, if you know not 
how to fill up your time in a proper man- 
ner. The paffions muft be fubdued by 
the flubbornne!s of labour, and tempta- 
tion mult be refifted, by avoiding the 
occafions of it: we are fure of being loft, 
whenever we feek for danger. The mife- 
ries of luft may be read in the very faces 
of thofe who give themfelves up to it. 
Nothing exhauits and enervates like de- 
bauchery ; it deftroys at once the under- 
fianding and the health. 

It may be urged, perhaps, that by this 
fevere fyftem of morality all pleafures are 
forbidden: by no means! There are many 
recreations which vir:ue allows; and in 
which you will find fufficient fatisfa&tion, 
when you only feek them for the fake of 
amufement. 

A focial game at cards, chearful con- 
verfation, an evening-walk, an inierelt- 
ing book, a game at tennis, or a day’s 
hunting, a dinner with your friends, 
and innocent mirth. Thefe thould be 
your amufements; and thefe will have 
charms enough, if you know the nature 
of true pleature; I mean that which is 
not purchafed with pain or remorfe ; and 
which, leaving the mind at all times in 
the fame eafy fate in which it found it, 
is undere no apprehenfion of fhame, nor 
fears the cenfures of mankind. 

If alibertine would venture to calcu- 
Jate all the difficulties and embaraff- 
ments, which he is under, to difguife his 
conduct from the eyes of men, and to 
conceal his fhame from his parents, of 
his friends; he would fee that his hfe is 
a continual torment; and thatthe wretch- 
ed privilege of ruining his conftitution, and 
deftroying bis life, is purchafed with end- 
lefs vexations. In vain does he fhelter 
himfelf from the reproaches of men; 
Ged fees him and his crimes in the very 
moment of commiffion; and they are 
written in that everlafting book, in which 
a!} our actions are recorded. 
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Frequently reflect, I befeech you, on 
what I have faid, and you will find, 
that true fatisfagtion confifts only in an 
upright attention to your duty; a mind 
fo compofed will receive pleafure even 
from the fight of a flower beginning to 
difclofe its beauties, or from a mur- 
muting ftream; or even from viewing 
the formation of the fimalleft infe&t. A 
refleSling mind improves every contem- 
plation of the wonde:ful works of the 
Creator; it finds numberlefs beauties in 
thofe objeéts, which pais unnoticed by 
perfons of a diffipated turn. 

What a delight does the profpe& of a 
flowery meadow afford to a mind unfullied 
by vice! What fatisfaction does a tender 
and a virtuous heart feel from the con{cious 
fenie of a good aétion? Such as thefe are 
the pleafures which I wifh you to experi- 
ence: we are always independent, when 
we have the refources of entertainment 
within ourfelves. He who is always run- 
ning about in fearch of happinefs feldom 
finds any thing more than the fhadow of 
it. Let your minds then open themfelves 
to the pleafures which virtue offers to your 
acceptance ; and think, that, as effeminacy 
is the parent of chagrin, you will no longer 
be able to fupport yourfelves, than while 
you are fond of labour, and know how to 
diverfify it. This variety tends admirably 
to hinder diftalte ; nothing being fo tedious 
as an uniform famenefs of employment. 

Whilft you carefully avoid the company 
of libertines, I am fure you will be fafe ; 
but, if once you afiociate with them, you 
will infall'bly become a prey to vice: their 
converfation tends only tu feduce, and their 
examples are infeétious. Accuftomed to 
receive, from the moit admired authors, 
whatever can infpire them with the love of 
pleafure, they admire, extol, and recom- 
mend them wherever they go ; as a cloud 
featers hail or rain over every country 
through which it paffes. 

I am fenfible that you have need of re- 
folution : but what is a man, that is driven 
about with every wind, and can be good 
with fuch as are good, and a libertine with 
fuch as are diffolute; in fhort, that has no 
inclinations or purpofe of his own? If 
you think advice tends only to render life 
melancholy, you will neither do juftice to 
the affe&tion of a friend, nor to tie dif- 
cernment of experience: adopt the mea- 
fures here recommended, and you will very 
foon know by your own experience, that 
your happinefs is the only objet in view ; 
and that I am neither miftaken in the end, 
nor in the means of effeéting it. 

Copy 
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Copy of tht PetiTr1ON of the Weft India Planters and Merchants, 
prefented to the King, Dec. 16, 1778. 


To the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 


The humble Addrefs and Petition of the 
Planters and Proprietors in your Maje- 
fty’s Sugar Colonies, and of the M:r- 
chants trading to, and connected with, 
the faid Colonies, whofe Names are 
hereunto fubfcribed, in behalf of them- 
felves and others interefted therein. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjects, the Planters and 
Proprietors in your Majetty’s fugar colo- 
nies, and the Merchants trading to, and 
conneéted with, the faid colomes, whofe 
names are hereunto fubfcribed, in behalf 
of ourfelves and others interefted therein, 
humbly approach your royal prefence, with 
all affurances of fidelity to your perfon and 
government ; and, with the utmoft humi- 
lity, reprefent to your Majetty : 

That, on the commencement of the un- 
happy divifions between this kingdom and 
the colonies in North- America, your Peti- 
tioners, imprefled with a proper fenfe of 
duty to your Majelty, and of the circum- 
ftances of their fituation, did reprefent to 
your Majefty’s Minifters their apprehen- 
fions of the dangers and diftrefles to which 
the fugar iflands were neceflarily expofed. 

That the fatal confequences, thus ap- 
prehended by your Petitioners, hrve been 
in a great meafure unhappily experienced 
during the three lait years, by a general 
fearcity of provifions in all the iflands, in 
fome of them nearly approaching to famine, 
and by a want of almoit every article eflen- 
tial to the culture of their plantations ; fo 
that their eltates and property have been 
confiderably impaired in value, and con- 
tinue expoted tofurther diminution 5 whilft 
their effeéts have been captured on the high 
feas to a very gieat amount. 

That, although your Petitioners had 
early and anxioufly reprefented to your 
Majefty’s Minifters the neceflity of an 
adequate protection for the iflands, they 
have now to lament, from the lofs of Do- 
minica, and the imminent danger of the 
other iflands, that the frequent applications 
which they have made for protection have 
not had their defired effect. 

That your Petitioners are now in the 
moft anxious ftate of fufpence, from the 
delay of the fuccours fent from New-York 
to the Leeward-Iflands, which have been 


fo unfeafonably afforded, as to leave all 
thofe iflands expofed to the further hoftile 
attempts of theenemy. And, thoughthe 
affurances of protection, given to your 
Petitioners by one of your Majefly’s Mi- 
nifters, in fome meafure tend to remove 
their immediate apprehenfions, yet they 
appe2r too general and precarious, to quiet 
their minds, as to the future fafety of the 
Leeward Iflands ;—whilft the important 
ifland of Jamaica has been almoft Jeft to 
its own efforts; which, from the compa- 
ratively {mall number of white inhabitants, 
are become particularly fevere, and, joined 
to the fufpenfion of culture, neceflarily 
confequent on military duty, muft, in 
time, prove ruinous: a naval force being 
the firft and principal fecurity of the iflands 
in general. 

Labouring under the weight of thefe ca- 
Jamitiee, your Petitioners cannot avoid fur- 
ther humbly exprefling to your Majetty 
their melancholy apprehenfions, left the de- 
folating fyfiem which appears to them to 
have lately been denounced by your Maje- 
fty’s Commiifoners, in North-America, 
may be productive of confequences to your 
Petitioners, at prefent not fully fovefeen, 
nor fufficien:ly attended to, by your Maje- 
fty’s fervants. 

Your Petitioners would with, Sire, to 
fupprefs thefe emotions, which the cala- 
mities of war, thus aggravated by indiferi- 
minate and unbounded defolation, mutt 
naturally create in their minds ; and, con- 
fining themfelves to the immediate obje& 
of their own prefervation, they humbly 
fubmit to ycur Majefty’s wiftom, that the 
late declaration of your Majefty’s Com- 
miffioners, if carried into effeét, may pro- 
voke the fevereft retaliation from an irrita- 
ed people, intimately acquainted with the 
fituation of the iflands, their weak and 
acceffible parts: and that the ravages, 
which may be committed, even by a finalt 
force, may be fufficient to reduce any 
ifland to fo wafte a condition, as not to 
admit of its bring reflored to its former 
ftate, without an enormous expence and 
the labour of years. 

Mott Gracious Sovereign, 

We feel ourfelves indifpentably called 
upon to lay this reprefentation before your 
Majeity, the conititutional guardian of the 
property of all your fubjeéts : that we may 
not appear to have negleéted our duty, by 

omit- 
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omitting to apprize your Majefty of thefe 
important and melancholy truths. 

This circumftanced, we reft our pre- 
fent fecurity on your Majefty’s parental 
care of the interefts of your fubjeéts at 
large, for a fufficient protection againft the 
dangers that threaten the property of your 
Petitioners, in the Weft-India iflands : and 


ProceEDINGs in the prefent Sess 
Page 342, 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 

ON Thurfday Nov. 26, after the 
Members returned from the Houfe of 
Peers, the Hon. Mr. Grenville moved the 
addrefs of thanks in a fhort f{peech, in 
fubftance the recapitulation of the King’s ; 
affuring his Majelty, that the Houfe would 
chearfully fupport him with the means of 
vindicating and maintaining the honour of 
his Crown againf the malignant defigns of 
all his enemies. He was feconded by Mr. 
Rice, who fpoke a few words on the ne- 
ceffity of exerting ourfelves at this alarm- 
ing crifis of national danger. 

Mr. Townfhend moved an amendment, 
purporting an affurance of fupport in the 
defence of the dignity of his Majefty’s 
Crown, and of the kingdom of Great 
Britain ; but declaring their refolution to 
make an enquiry who were the advifers or 
conduétors of thofe meafures which had 
prevented a reftoration of peace, and had 
been the caufe of the avowed want of fuc- 
cefs which attended our fleets and armies. 

Mr. Fox, fupported the amendment, 
and with great feverity refle‘led on the 
condu& of Adminiftration in not attending 
to the petitions of the Americans, when 
prefented by refpectable perfons deputed 
from them, while the fword was yet un- 
drawn. 

Governor Johnftone gave a vindication 
of his conduct in America ; denied the 
treaty faid to have been attempted by him 
through the medium of a woman, whom 
he had called upon Congrefs to name, 
but they never would. He exprefled his 
furprife at the orders fent from home for 
evacuating Philadelphia. He thewed the 
impoffibility of keeping poffeffion of New- 
York, Long-Ifland, and Rhode Ifland, 
without an expence of half a million of 
money and additional troops. He ad- 
ded, that it was neceffary to have a large 
army in Canada, and another in the Wett- 
Indies ; for the French would bring fuc- 
cours to to the Americans in all quarters, 
and it would not be practicable almoit 
with any force to ftand our ground in the 
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we humbly pray, your Majefty will be 
gracioufly pleafed to take into your royal 
confideration the unavoidable refult of thefe 
calamities, which we apprehend muft ex- 
tend themfelves to your Majefty’s revenue, 
to your maritime power, and to the ma- 
nufaétures, commerce, and wealth of 
your fubjeéts in general. 


10N of Parliament, continued from 
of our laft. 


different and diftant parts of North-Ame- 
rica. The hour of reconciliation was paf- 
fed. A party in the Congrefs were in the 
intereft of France. The army and the 
Congrefs, and the people in America, 
were as much divided as the Houfe of 
Commons in England. The people in 
many of the Provinces wifhed to return to 
their allegiance to Britain: he therefore 
advifed that we fhould either thew them we 
are in earneft, by declaring our refolution 
to exert ourfelves with vigour ; and to per- 
fift to the end, or give up the conteft at 
prefent. He would not advife which was 
belt, but feemed to think we had not force 
enough to {pare from our national defence 
again{t France, or any other foreign ene- 
my who might join in her fupport. 

Lord Noith fet out with declaring, that, 
whatever faults had been committed, 
himfelf and his colleagues made them- 
felves refponfible ; and he could not think 
that the removal of any one man, or of 
more from the Miniftry, at this time, was 
of fuch importance as to prevent that una- 
nimity in fupporting the dignity of the 
Crown, which was expedient at this junc- 
ture; for, if it was not f{peedily done, the 
kingdom might be loft. He was not a- 
gainft an enquiry, but this was not pre- 
cluded by the addrefs. 

He accounted for the late departure of 
Adiniral Byron’s fleet, by faying there 
were informations which made it doubtful 
whether the Toulon fleet was intended for 
America ; and, if fo large a fleet as Lord 
Byron’s had been fent out before the def- 
tination of d’Eftaign’s had been certainly 
known, France might have altered her 
plan, and have attacked fome part of 
Great Britain or Ireland. 

He faid the Americans had now been 
offered every thing they could expeét ; the 
terms were very liberal; but to have de- 
tached them from their alliance with 
France, and to have re-united them to us, 
the price was not too high ; though paying 
their debts was not one condition, as an 
honourable Gentieman had obferved. 
With 














With refpe&t to evacuating Phila- 
delphia, it was judged proper to diminifh 
the extent of our lines, and to colleét our 
force within narrow bounds; Pennfylva- 
nia, New-York, and Rhode-Ifland could 
not all be covered at the fame time; it 
was therefore thought beft to ftation the 
army at New-York. 

Onadivifion, the numbers were for the 
amendment, ayes 226, noes, 107. 

Friday, Nov. 27. 

The Houfe proceeded on the bufinefs of 
the preceding day, by the Speaker's de- 
firing Mr. Grenville to bring up the report 
of the Committee appointed to draw up the 
addrefs of thanks to his Majefty. The 
report being then prefented and read, 
the queftion was put for reading it a fecond 
time, when Sir Philip Jennings Clerke 
rofe to object to it, declaring, that he 
found himfelf under a_neceffity either to 
put.a negative upon the addrefs, or to con- 
tend for the amendment propofed the day 
before. 

Mr. Pulteney, and feveral other Mem- 
bers, objected to the motion for the addrefs, 
but, the queftion being called for, the re- 
port was read a fecond time, and the ad- 
drefs agreed to. 

Wednefday, Dec. 2. 

Private bufinefs being over, the Houfe 

refolved itfelf into a Committee of fup- 


ly. 

. Mar. Bulleropened the bufinefs by con- 
firming the account given in laft feflion 
of the number of line of battle thips at fea 
or ready for fea, between Nov. 1777 and 
June 1778, in oppofition to the charge 
brought by the Minority in the debate on 
the addrefs, of erroneous accounts from 
the Admiralty of the naval force of Great 
Britain. He then moved, ‘ That itis the 
opinion of this Committee, that 70,000 fea- 
men, including 17,889 marines, be em- 
ployed for the fervice of the enfuing year.” 

The motion being read, Mr. Temple 
Lutuel got up, and exprefied his hearty 
concurrence, declaring himfelf ready to 
vote 80,000 feamen to carry on a war a- 
gainft France; but as he thought ita duty 
he owed his conftituents to enquire if the 
number of famen annually voted by Par- 
liament for eight years palit had adtually 
been borne and muttered, or if the whole 
of the money voted for their fervice was 
fairly applied to that fervice and accounted 
for. As he had pledged himflf to 
the Houfe to prove that 425,000l. of 
the public money had been embezzled, 
he fhould now make good his accufation, 
{Here he called for the Journals of the 
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Houfe, vol 31, and defired the Clerk to 
read the report of the expenditure of the 
public monies voted by Parliament for the 
year 1771, and ftated to the Houle in Fee 
bruary, 1772.] 

By the report in the Journals it appeared 
that 40,000 feamen had been voted for the 
year 1771, and ql. per man per month for 
their wages, fubliftence, &c. and that the 
whole amount of the faid grant was ftated 
as having been aétually fo applied; 
whereas by the weekly returns to the Ad- 
miralty of the nnmber of feamen muttered 
for that year there were no more than 
32,000 employed, including 8000 ma- 
rines, and no account was given of the 
fum charged for the 8000 feamen- not em- 
ployed; it is neither to be found in the 
Treafury expenditures, nor in the accounts 
of the Treafury of the navy ; he therefore 
defired to know what was become of this 
money, and expected, that either the fir 
Lord of the Treafury, or the firfeLord of 
the Admiralty, would clear up this matter. 
He then adverted to the liberal difpofition 
of Parliament in voting the moft ample 
fupplies for the naval fervice, and thought 
it a molt glaring proof of mal-adminittra- 
tion, that afterall thisexpence,we fhould not 
have a force at fea inall parts of the world 
fuperior to France, though it was boafted 
we fhould have one fuperior to France and 
Spain united. He conjectured that the 
want of all that fuccefs we had reafon to 
expe&t from the bravery of our Comman- 
ders, in the action off Breft on the 27th of 
July, was owing in fome meafure to fome 
inferiority in the Britith fleet ; moit likely 
they had not the war complement of mea 
on board; and, as the two great naval 
Officers were prefent, he owned he wifhed 
they would give the Houle fome fatisfac- 
tion upon this head. 

Lord North rofe to reply, but, Admiral 
Keppel being up, the general cry was, 
‘Hear him, hear- him!’ The Admiral 
expreffed his unwillingnefs to enter com- 
plaints of any kind againft any man; he 
made apologies for his inabilities as a 
fpeaker, and begged to read from a paper 
fome remarks that he had made concerning 
the action of that day, and the treatment 
he had met with fince. 

The Admiral then faid he had chear- 
fully undertaken the defence of his coun- 
try at a very perilous and critical junQure, 
and had gone forth to take the command 
of the ficet, without having one private, 
fingle friend in Adminiftration. Upon 
finding his force at firft greatly inferior to 
the French, he thought it prudent not to 
rifk 
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rifk the total deftruétion of the Britifh fleet 
on terms fo unequal ; and therefore, as 
foon as he knew the real ftrength of the 
French fleet, he returned home fer a re- 
inforcement. When re-inforced, he had 
no reafon to complain of inferiority ; he 
was fatisfied with the fhips, the number 
of men, and the known bravery of the 
Officers ferving under him. So far he had 
anfwered general queftions ; but as to en- 
fering into details of the aétion, or an- 
fwering particuiar queltions of individuals, 
it was not his duty, nor could he do it 
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prepared to juftify his conduct whenever 
properly called upon, either in that Houfe 
or elfewhere. Many particular circum- 
{tances happened on that day, which were 
new, and many novelties arofe every day 
in the fervice that aftonifhed the oldett Of- 
ficer in it. For his part, he always pre- 
ferred giving encouragement and vfing 
perfuafion to urging rigid difcipline; 
others were of a different fentiment. 

That, upon finding the Vict-admiral 
had publifhed an appeal to the people in a 
newlpaper *, figned by himfelf, which 





in his prefent critical fituation ; but he was contained a vindication of his conduét be- 
fore 





The following are Copies of the Papers of which both the Hon. Gentlemen complained, 
and which we have given in the order they were publifhed. 


* THE principal caufe of Mr. Keppel’s not re-attacking the French at half patt 
three in the afternoon (being at that time totally refitted from the damages fultained 
in the morning), was Sir H——- P "s not joining him, agreeable to fignal, 
to form the line, he being at that time four miles to windward with his divifion. Mr. 
Keppel, obferving a non-compliance, made other fignals for the refpective thips of Sir 
H——’s divifion to bear down to him, which in complying with, Sir H called 
them back under his wake. Captain Laforeit, of the Ocean, diftrefled how to aé in 
confequence of this counter-order, failed up to Sir H » to afk him whom he was to 
obey. Mr. Keppel, ftill obferving the divifion continuing to windward, and neither 
of them obeying the fignal, made one for the Fox, Capt. Windfor, tocome to him, 
and defired him to go with his compliments to Sir H——, to inform him that his fig- 
nal had been unremittedly kept up for him and his divifion to form the line ; he fup- 
pofed they did not fee it, as they had not complied with it, and that they only waited for 
him and his divifion’s coming down, to renew the action. It was night before the di- 
vifion did come down, fo the occafion was loft, by the French difappearing next morn- 
ing. Mr. Keppel’s fituation is not to be exprefled, when he found himéelf defeated 
in the fair profpeét he had. The faéts will appear in every log-book in the fleet; fo 
that if an enquiry into the affair was to take place, his conduét would bear the ftridteft 
scrutiny, as hitherto no vifible reafon has appeared as an excufe to Sir H—— P 
for not complying. Sir Robert Harland’s divifion, and Mr. Keppel’s, who had fuf- 
tained, to all appearance, as much damage as Sir H——’s, thofe two divifions were 
refitted for aétion at the time above-mentioned, and Sir H—— had not repaired his, 
lying all the time with his fore-topfail fhattered, and not refitted. The damage fuf- 
tained of lofs of men on board Sir H—— was chiefly owing to cartridges blowing 
up between decks. 

















HAVING fen, fince my late arrival at Portfmouth, a very fcandalous paragraph in 
the Morning Intelligencer of the 15th of laft month, dire&tly charging me with being 
the caufe of Adimiral Keppel’s not re-attacking the French fleet, in the afternoon of 
the 27th of July laft, containing many grofs falfhoods, calculated exprefly for the 
purpole of wounding my reputation, and to reprefent me in a culpable light to the 
whole nation; and being well informed thatyinjurious reports of the like nature have 
been induftrioufly propagated for the fame purpofe by fome malignant wicked people, it 
becomes neceffary for me, in order to vindicate my own conduét, to publifh fuch par- 
ticulars relating to the baitie on that day, as may enable the Public, who havea right 
to be fully informed of the truth in a matter of fo much importance to them, to judge 
whether I was the caule of tue French fleet not being re-attacked on that afternoon: [ 
therefore requelt you will publith the inclofed paper, concerning the facts neceflary to 
be known, for jultifying me from the Jaid foul afperfions. After the Nation is in pof- 
fcilion thereof, if any individual, or if Parliament, or the Nation at large call for a 
public 
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before any blame had been laid, or any ac- 
cufation brought againft him, and which 
tended to render the Admiral odious in 
in the eyes of his countrymen, he had 
complained of this unprecedented behavi- 
our; and, in the heat of his refentment, 
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had refolved never to fet his foot on board 
a thip again; but, upon cooler reflection, 
he was ready to ferve his country with the 
greatelt zeal, and to the extent of his abis 
ities ; yet he had found it neceffary for 
his honour to declare to the firft Lord of 








the 





public enquiry, I am ready to ftand the iffue of fuch enquiry, but I fhall not anfwer 
any queftions or queries in News-Papers, or otherwile, Your's, &c. 
Pall-Mall, Nov. 4. HUGH PALLISER. 


AT about fix o'clock in the morning on the 27th of July, the Bvitifh fleet was upon 
a wind on the larboard tack, lying up about W. by N. my divilion leading on that 
tack, the French fleet was to windward ; at half pait fix a fignal was made for feveral 
of the thips of my divifion to chace to windward, which occafioned them to ftretch far 
a-head. 

At ten the whole fleet tacked together per fignal, and ttood towards the French fleet, 
who foon after were plainly difcovered to be on the larboard tack, in a regular, well- 
formed clofe line of battle a-head ; our fleet approached them without any order or 
line of battle. The thips of my divifion were feparated from me by the above fignal ; 
the fhips of the other two divifions, though not in a regular line, appeared to be nearly 
fo, and in acolleéted body, excepting the Duke, which was far to leeward. 

About eleven a firing n between the headmoft fhips in our van and fome thips 
in the van of the Enemy’s fleet, which became general as our fhips got up in fuccefli- 
cn ; each proceeding from that part of the Enemy’s fleet, which they refpettively fetch- 
ed, on towards the Enemy’s rear, engaging as they advanced along their line. 

Admiral Keppel with his divifion fetched the French Admiral, and there began to 
engage. 

Chow noon, in the Formidable, I fetched within random-fhot of the Duke de 
Chartre’s fhip, who commanded the van divifion of the Enemy’s fleet: he fired many 
broadfides at the Formidable, but, being at too great a diftance, fhe did not return a 
fingle thot, but referved her fire till the came within point-blank fhot to the thip the 
could fetch ; there I began to engage, and pafled on to the French Admiral in the 
center of the line, engaging within mufket-fhot, and alone, having no fecond either a- 
head or a-ftern, the fhips of my divifion being fcattered and feparated from me by 
fignal as afore-mentioned : however, they all got into action, and, though not in a 
conneéted body with their Admiral, did their duty fo well, that they fuffered the moft, 
as appears by the damages fuftained by thofe ten fhips being equal to the damages fuf- 
tained by all the twenty fhips that compofed the other two divifions. This was oc- 
cafioned by the regular and conneSted line of the Enemy's thips being preferved ; 
whereby they were enabled to employ a greater force upon each fhip in the rear of our 
fleet, who were feparated at a confiderable interval from each other, occafioned by the 
before-mentioned fignal to chace, and from hence arofe the numerous damages which 
the Formidable fuftained, being fubjeSted to the angular five of a long range of the 
Enemy's thips, as fhe continued her progrels along their line. This comparifon of 
thedamages appears by the account publithed from Admiral Keppel’s letter of the 
killed and wounded, which was as follows : 

Admiral Keppel’s divifion, 43 killed, and 142 wounded. 

Vice-admiral Sir Robert Harland’s divifion, 22 killed, and 45 wounded. 

Vice-admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer's divifion, 68 killed, and 186 wounded. 

By the blowing up of fome powder on board the Formidable, about twenty men 
were hurt, but I do not recolleét that any one was killed thereby. The accident was 
occafioned by a man having a cartridge under his arm at the time he fired his gun. It 
is faid the like accident happened on board other thips. 

I proceeded on with the Formidable to the fternmoft of the Enemy's hips, keeping my 
mizen top-fail a-back all the time, and engaged every fhip within mufket-fhot ; the two 
Jaft of which appeared not to have fuftained any damage trom any of our fhips that had 
pifled before us, not a fhot-hole being to be feen in their fails: the Formidable brought 
down one of the Enemy's fhips main-yard, which fhip appeared to be otherwife much 
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the Admiralty, that he naver would act 
in conjunétion with Sir Hugh Pallifer, till 
he had explained his conduét in a fatisfac- 
tory manner. 

Sir Hugh Pallifer, in reply, faid, that 
he had found himéelf in a critical fituation 
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after the ation, for innuendoes and infinu- 
ations were thrown out in the fleet, and 
innuendoes or infinuations wound reputa- 
tion as much as direét accufations ; that, 
in ordef to clear up the matter, being con- 
{cious of no mifconduét, no error, no 


neglect 





damaged, for fhe quitted their line, and went off before the wind, attended by a fri- 
ate. 
. Between two and three o'clock, I had paffed the fternmoft fhip of the Enemy’s line ; 
at this time Admiral Keppel was at a dittance, coming up, and a number of fhips 
about him, and, I think, with the fignal for battle flying. I concluded he was ad- 
vancjng to renew the battle: Vice-admiral Sir Robert Harland was with feveral thips 
to windward of the rear of the Enemy. I immediately wore the Formidable, and laid 
her head towards the Enemy again, in order to endeavour to get into battle again, ex- 

ting it to be renewed when Admiral Keppel came up. We were then exactly in a 

ine with the Enemy’s line, and at about random-fhot from their fternmoft thips. In 
this fituation the Formidable lay a confiderable time, no other fhips near her. Soon 
after this the van and center of the Enemy broke their line, and appeared to be in con- 
fufion ; fome with their heads one way, fome another. 

The Viétory fhortened fail, and unbent her main topfail ; and about this time fome 
of the Enemy’s fhips appeared to be filing off towards us, and two or three of their 
freth thips ftanding directly for the Formidable ; I therefore wore again, and laid her 
head towards Admiral Keppel, to meet him :—then the Enemy’s fhips edged away, 
and pointed to leeward of our fleet, and began to form the line in that direétion. 

When the Viétory and Formidable met, it was patt three o'clock ; the Victory pafled 
the Formidable to windward, wore, paffed under her ttern, ran down to leeward of 
her, and made fail a-head ; this left the Formidable at a diftance a-ftern, and fomewhat 
to windward of the Victory’s wake, though the leaft fo of any fhip when he firft hauled 
the wind. A fignal was made for fhips to windward to bear down into the Admiral’s 
wake, which fignal I repeated, for it was underitood to be for Vice-admiral Sir Robert 
Harland and his divifion to bear down, who was then far to windward ; and he accord- 
ingly did bear down and brought up in the Admiral’s wake, then nearly a-breaft of 
the Formidable, and a little way to leeward of her. 

Atthis time it was apparent to the reft of the fleet (if it was not fo to thofe in the 
Victory) that the Formidable was not in a manageable condition ; we were then em- 
ployed in knotting, fplicing, &c. to get the fhip under command, and to be able to 
make fail to get up with the Admiral, who was making {fail on the ftarboard tack, the 
French fleet then a-ftern doing the fame. 

After Sir Robert Harland had been fome time in the Admiral’s wake, he with his 
divifion (by orders it is faid) crowded all the {ail they could carry, to get a-head of 
the Admiral’s divifion. 

Late in the evening we faw the Admiral had made the fignal for fome particular fhips 
of my divifion, (not the Formidable, her incapacity being fo apparent) all which fig- 
nals I repeated ; the Ocean, and {uch of them as were under command, bore down ac- 
cording to the fignals ; others were not in a governable condition, and, being employed 
as I was in knotting, fplicing, &c. did not immediately bear down. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that the Formidable, and the fhips of my divifion, were the laft that came out 
of the engagement, were the molt damaged, and had had the lealt time to refit ; and 
that it is the difabled thips of my divilion that are alluded to in Admiral Keppel’s let- 
ter, where he fays, * The object of the French feemed to be the difabling of the King’s 
fhips in their matts and fails ; in which they fo far fucceeded as to prevent many of the 
fhips of my fleet being able to follow me when I wore to ftand after the Fiench fleet,’ 
&e. 
If, according to the preceding paragraph, extracted from the Admiral’s own ac- 
count, they were unable to follow him, going towards the Enemy, they certainly were 
equally unable to follow him, when he immediately made ‘ail the contrary way, and 
it was unreafonable to fuppof them capable of tacking, and keeping their {tations in a 
line of battle, at a cable's length afiunder, whillt in that condition. c 

I an 
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negleé&t of duty in the action, he had ap- 
plied to the Commander in Chief perfonal- 
ly, but, after a long converfation, could 
not obtain any fatisfaétion: upon this, 
willing to juftify himfelf to his country, 
he had publifhed a full account of the o- 
perations of the Britihh fleet.on the 27th 
of July, and had made it appear that the 
fervice had not fuffered on that day through 
him. As for the prefent difobedience of 
fignals, on which fo much ftrefs was laid, 
no impediment was given by that, neither 
could he be expested to do what was not 
in his power to do. He was ready. to 
abide by a Parliamentary, or any other 
legal inveftigation of his conduét, and 
would ftake his life on his having done his 
duty to the beft of his abilities. 

Admiral Keppel faid a few words in re- 

ly ; he thought a repetition of what paif- 
fed at their private interview unneceflary, 
and improper in that Houfe ; but it was 
not any thing that pafled in that conver- 
{ation which had influenced him to declare, 
that he would never ferve with him again 
till the matter between them was fully in- 
veftigated : it was his own avowed publi- 
cation in the Morning: Poft. 

He added, ‘I muft obferve to this 
Houfe, that the fplendor of your flag has 
not been tarnifhed in my hands. Though I 
have been much abufed in print; not by 
Minitters, I fuppole, for they {peak civilly 
tome: yet there are Minifters (net that I 


fee them near me ; let thofe who are con- 
fiious take it to themfelves)—who can be 
very good-natured while they are cutting 
your throat. As to the fignals, I have 
witneffes to prove they were flying, for 
the Vice-admiral to come into my wake, 
from three in the afternoon till eight at 
night.’ 

Lord Noith now rofe, and replied to 
Mr. Luttrell. He faid, he had always 
attended on days when navy bufinefs was 
before the Houfe ; but, if the Gentleman 
meant to call all thofe navy-days on which 
he thought proper to fay fomething about 
the navy, he owned in that cafe he had 
fometimes been abfent. His Lordthip 
then fhewed the impoffibility that- he ox 
the firft Lord of the Admiralty could em- 
bezzle any part of the money voted for 
the navy: the Treafury only iffued the 
money voted to the Treafurer of the navy, 
whofe expenditures were pofted daily by 
the Commiflioners of the navy, and theirs 
checked at the Exchequer ; but there was 
no embezzlement. Parliament, in 17715 
had voted 40,000 feamen upon an appre- 
henfion of a Spanifh war ; by the conven- 
tion, that danger pafled over; the num- 
ber of feamen was reduced, and the money 
applied to leffen the navy-debt of that year, 
incurred for other fervices. This was 


the ufual method; there was no fraud, 


no injuttice in it. ‘The money granted for 
feamen, though not fpecifically applied to 
Zz2 the 





Can any one poffibly believe (as the dark Affaffin afferts) that Admiral Keppel cal- 
led thofe crippled thips to him, in order to renew the attack, and at the moment when 
he had juft {ent Sir Robert Harland away from him, with his divifion of frefh thips, 
who had been the longeft out of the action, and had had the moft time to repair their 
damage? Befides, the Admiral’s letters declare, that it was not his intention to re-at- 
tack before the next morning. 

At night the Fox frigate, Capt. Windfor, came to the Formidable, with a meflage 
from the Admiral to me, ¢ That he wanted the fhips of my divifion to come into his 
wake ;’ but faid not a word about his waiting for them, in order to renew the attack, 
as is falfly afferted. 

He was anfwered by myfelf, from the ftern-gallery, in. the following words, * Ac- 
sg the Admiral I have repeated his fignal for it: and was going to fay, Tell him, 
that, the moment my fhip is under command, I will endeavour to get nearer to him.” 
But the company of the Frigate interrupted, by giving three cheers, which the For- 
midable’s people returned. It then blew frefh, was dark, and the Frigate pafled fo 
quick, that there was not time to fay any thing more which could have been heard. 

The night was tloudy, with rain, and very dark; it required all the tattered fails 
the Formidable could poffibly fet in the afternoon, and in the night, to keep way with 
the Admiral, fo that we could only {pare one top{ail at a time to be unbended, in order 
to bend others. After we had knotted and fpliced as much rigging as we could to 
fecure the mafts, and make it fafe to fet {ail upon them, and having thifted a fore and 
mizen topiail, the fhip was then under command, and, long before day-light, the 
Formidable, and every fhip of my divifion, were in the Admiral’s wake, expecting 
to engage immediately at day-light, but the Enemy's fleet were gone off. 
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the navy-fervice in other articles, and every 
farthing would be found in the navy-ac- 
counts, 

The Gentleman had obferved that he 
was charged with clogging the wheels of 
Government ; he had never charged him 
with any thing of the kind—he only con- 
fidered him as a fly upon the wheel, in- 
creafing its velocity, and exclaiming, 
* Lord, what a duft I make !’ 

Mr. Luttrel in reply was very warm ; 
he faid it wasalways the noble Lord's way, 
when he found himfelf weak in argument 
of matter of fa&t, to have recourle to the 
wit which his brain produced between 
fleeping and waking : he mentioned ano- 
ther kind of wheel in other countries which 
his Lordfhip’s defpotifm might introduce 
into this ; yet, however, well he knew hede- 
ferved it, for the calamities he had brought 
on his country, his humanity would 
make him fhudder to fee him upon it. He 
declared himfelf unfatisfied with the ac- 
count given by the noble Lord, and ftill 
infifted the fum of 400,000]. voted in part 
of the wages and maintenance of 40,000 
feamen in 1771, had never yet been any 
where accounted for. 

Lord North again averred, that the con- 
ftant ufage has been for the Treafury to 
iffue all the money voted by Parliament 
for the navy to the Treafurer of the navy, 
and, if it is not wanted for one part of that 
fervice, it is applied to another, and al- 
ways accounted for. 

Mr. Ellis confirmed it, but faid it would 
cover the floor of the Houfe to produce the 
minute particulars from the Exchequer ; 
but the money and accounts went through 
fo many Offices and Clerks, that it was 
impoflible any fraud could happen. 

Mr. Buller then read from an account, 
that 70,o00 ftamen, including marines, 
were actually in the pay of the navy in 
September lat. The Committee agreed 
to the motion. 

He then moved, that the fum of gl. 
per mon:zh be voted for the wages, &c. of 
each et the aid 70,000 feamen for the en- 
fuing year. 

The report was made to the Speaker in 
the chair, and ordered to be brought up 
the next day. 

Thurfday, Dec. 3. 

Lord George Germaine prefented to the 
Houfe copies of all papers and inftruc- 
tions, publithed by his Majefty’s authori- 
ty by the Commiffioners at New-York. 

_Mr. Buller then moved, that the order 

i the Houte for laying on the table the 
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laft weekly returns of men nmuftered on 
board his Majefty’s fhips fhould be re- 
feinded, which, after much altercation, 
was agreed to, the queftion being put, 
there appearing for the motion 107, a- 
gainit it 15. 

Friday, Dec. 4. 

Mr. Cooke moved, that the Commif- 
fioners proclamation fhould be read, and his 
motion having been complied with, he 
expreffed his indignation at finding that a 
new fyltem of war was likely to be purfued 
in America, by which the generous fpirit 
of the nation would be perverted, and bar- 
barity called forth to reign over the ruins 
of civilifation and fosiety. He then mov- 
ed, that an humble addrefs fhould be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, expreflive of the 
difpleafure of the Houfe at the article al- 
luded to in the proclamation, as deroga- 
tory to the honour of his Majeity, who 
never could have authorifed it, and the 
reputation of the Britith people. The 
motion was feconded by Mr. Connolly. 
Colonel Stanley, Mr. Powis, and feveral 
other Members fpoke with great energy 
and warmth of refentment againft the in- 
humanity of the above meafure. 

The Attorney-general {poke in favour 
of the proclamation, explained away the 
intention of the extremes of war, and 
proved, that nothing would be done but 
what was neceflary to felf-prefervation, 
which he averred was a fufficient plea for 
all the horrors of war. 

Mr. Fox anfwered him with a moft im- 
petuous power of oratory, and overthrew 
every potition of felf-defence he had efta- 
blithed. 

Lord North, Governor Johnftone, Mr. 
T. Townfhend, and feveral other Mem- 
bers {poke ; and on a divifion the numbers 
were, againft the motion 209, for it122. 

Thurfday, Dec. 10. 

After the Houfe had gove through the 
provate bufinefs, Colonel Barré moved, 
that the laft returns from the army in 
Great Britain, the militia included, fhould 
be laid before the Houfe; which occa 
fioned a very long debate ; and, after 
much altercation, the motion was nega- 
tived, there being, on a divifion, for the 
motion 28, againtt it 103. 

Friday, Dec. 11. 

The following interefting debate took 
place upon the following motion of Mr. 
Temple Luttrel: 

‘ That an humble addrefs be prefented 
to his Majefty, that he would be gracioufly 
pleafed to give directions for a Court- 

‘ martial 
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martial to enquire into the condué of 
Vice-admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer in and con- 
cerning an aétion on the 27th of July lait 
off Uthant, between his Majefty’s fleets 
and the fleets of France; it appearing to 
this Houfe that the faid Vice-admiral ‘did 
not obey the fignals of his fuperior Officer 
on that day.’ He gave his reafons for this 
motion: the chief of which was, that a 
Court-martial had been ordered by the 
Admiralty to enquire into the conduét of 
Admiral Keppel upon a charge exhibited 
againft him by Sir Hugh Pallifer; and, as 
under thefe circumftances the Commander 
in Chief would perhaps not think it deli- 
cate to recriminate in the fame way, he 
thought it became the dignity of that 
Houle to interfere and endeavour to put the 
two Admirals on an equal footing, and 
not to fuffer the one to be tried without the 
other. Admiral Keppel had brought a 
direét charge in that Houfe in a converfa- 
tion on the preceding day againft Sir Hugh 
Pallifer of not obeying his fignals, which 
he thought the Vice-admiral admitted ; 
it therefore feemed to him to be very par- 
tial to admit Sir Hugh Pallifer to bring an 
aceufation againft his Commander in 
Chief, on which the Admiralty-board 
have ordered a Court martial; without 
any notice being taken by the fame Board 
of the charge madeagainit the Vice-admiral 
in that Houfe openly by Admiral Keppel. 

_ Sir Jofeph Mawhey feconded the mo- 
tion. 

Sir Hugh Pallifer rofe, and attempted 
to juftify the meafure he had taken. —The 
fubitance was, that he had poftponed his 
accufation thus long, for fear of prejudging 
the public fervice, by detaining fleets ready 
for important voyages, in order to form a 
Court- martial, and to produce proper wit- 
nefles in-fupport of it. But; after the Ad- 
miral had declared in that Houfe, that he 
would not ferve any longer with him, his 
feelings as a man of honour would no 
longer fuffer him to labour under the 
ftigma of having aéted an improper part, 
or being guilty of difobedience of orders on 
that day. He flightly animadverted on the 
conduét of Admiral Keppe! towards him 
at Spithead, after the return of the fleet 
from the action : he obferved that the Ad- 
miral treated him with apparent kindnefs 
and regard, which he certainly would not 
have done, if at that time he had thought 


, him guilty of difobedience of orders. 
Lord Nugent in a molt affe€tmg man- 
ner delineated the fatal conféquences to the 
whole kingdom, that might arife from the 
{quabble between two Admirals of the 


higheft rank, firft wickedly begun by 
anonymous writings in newfpapers. He 
called upon the Houfe, in the name 
of God! to put a negative on the motion, 
and hoped the Admiralty, if they had 
given orders for a Court-martial, which 
he feemed aftonifhed at, would neither 
appoint time nor place ; but let the brave 
Commanders go to fea again, and beat 
the French firft, and then let an enquiry 
take place. 

Admiral Lord Shuldham only got up to 
obferve, that the Vice-admiral had men- 
tioned, that there were murmurings and 
infinuations again{t him in the fleet, after 
his return from the aétion. For his part, 
(who was one of the Commanders). he 
knew of none, he heard of none; and, 
upon every occafion, when Admiral Kep- 
pel had tpoken of him, it was with the 
higheit teftimony of efteem and regard. 
He was aftonifhed and grieved that a Com- 
mander in Chief, venerated by every Of- 
ficer in the fervice, and almoft adored by 
the feamen, fhould find himfelf repaid for 
all his glorious fervices, by having an ig- 
nominious charge brought againit him ; 
to be put upon his trial, which it did not 
becume him to fay any more of, than that 
he was fure the event of it would add 
luftre, if it be poffible, to his high repu- 
tation. 

Admiral Keppel, in a very fhort pa- 
thetic fpeech, informed the Houfe that he 
had very unexpectedly received notice in an 
official letter from the Admiralty-office, to 
prepare for a Court-martial to be held 
upon him, in confequence of an accufa- 
tion figned by Sir Hugh Pailifer, and de- 
livered to that Board the fame morning, 
charging him, under an article of war, 
with negle& of duty in not doing all in 
his power in the ation off Ufhant to de- 
ftroy the fleet of the enemy. After this 
he could only thank all the honourahie 
Gentlemen who entertained a good opin-on 
of him, and he did not doubt but they 
would think it impoffible to put off the 
trial confiftent with his honour; it was a 
charge of fo deep a dye that it affeéted his 
life as well as his reputation, and there- 
fore, confcious of having done his duty, 
and feeling as an honeft man, he mutt ex- 
peét the trial would go on, though he was 
fincerely concerned the inconveniencies 
and mifchief it might occafion: having 
faid this, he told the the Houfé he fhould 
retire as foon as he had delivered an obfer- 
vation on what had fallen from the Vice- 
admiral—He fays, ‘I treated him with 
kindnefs and regard after the aétion. 

Good 
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Good God, Sir, confider the truft I had 
committed to me: no lefs than the welfare, 
the fecurity of all England, againft the 
menaces of an invafion. Was that a time 
to enter into the unjuft furmifes of the 
Gentleman, that I was diffatisfied. No, 
Sir, Lavowed before, and repeat it again, 
I had no intention to throw any blame 
upon him; but, when I faw Sir Hugh 
Pallifer’s name to a letter in the Morning- 
poft, which had a tendency to excite muti- 
ny in the fleet, I own I then thought him 
to blame, and that he had accufed him- 
felf to the public. But I forbear, Sir, 
and fhall now retire.’ 

Admiral Pigot fpoke of the two naval 
Commanders as his friends; acknow- 
ledged the great reputation of both, but 
was moft heartily forry for the fteps taken 
by Sir Hugh Pallifer, and condemned the 
Admiralty for a€ting fo haftily in an affair 
of fuch delicacy. 

Sir William Meredith clofed the debate, 
and, the order of the day being called for, 
the motion dropped. 

Monday, Dec. 14. 

The Commons agreed to the report of 
the refolutions on the fupply. 

Mr. Jenkinfon, when the Houfe had 
formed it!elf into a Committee of Supply, 
claimed the indulgence of the Committee, 


while he fhould attempt to officiate for the 
noble Lord at the head of the war depart- 
ment. 

He then ftated the army eftablifhment of 
regular Britith forces in Great Britain, 


Ireland, America, Africa, and. other 
parts of the world. The British troops 
amounting to 82,744 men, the foreign 
auxiliaries to 24,000, the militia to 
39,000, and 4oo0 in the ordnance fervice. 
Upon the whole, the number of men he 
moved for, for the fervice of the current 
year, was 160,000; he included in this 
total an augmentation to be made of two 
companies to every battalion in the regi- 
ments on the prefent eftablifhment, fup- 
poled to make aff addition of 14,000 men ; 
and he laid great ftrefs on this meafure, as 
a propofition.of his own for recruiting the 
army in an eafier and cheaper method than 
it had been done laft year, The ftate of 
the army in America he fixed at about 
44,000 effective men. 

He obferved, that, independent of the 
militia, there were 28,000 regular forces 
in arms for the defence of the kingdom at 
home, and 14,000 in Ireland for the fe- 
curity of that country. In fine, he drew 
an animating picture of the great force 
of this kingdom, including the feamen 
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and marines, making the whole amount 
to 300,000 men, a Jarger military power 
than any kingdom in Europe had ever kept 
up in modern times, except in the mott 
flourifhing period of the reign of Louis 
XIV ; and he gave the Houfe itrong hopes 
that with this force, immenfe as he ac- 
knowledged it to be, Great Britain would 
be able to maintain the empire of the fea, 
to accomplith the object of the American 
war, and to make France repent her perfi- 
dious conduét towards this country. 

In ftating the account of the augmenta- 
tion propofed of the old regiments, he 
excepted thofe detained prifoners under the 
convention of Saratoga, and faid, ‘ if by 
any accident they fhould hereafter regain 
their liberty, then the augmentation might 
be extended to them, but not in their pre- 
fent fituation.’ 

This declaration called up General Bur- 
goyne, who complained of it as a mani- 
feit contempt and flight thrown upon as 
brave an army as ever ferved their coun- 
try, and who, when their conduét came to 
be tully known, would receive the thanks 
the Houfe. He thought it hard that they 
fhould fuffer, becaufe they had ferved un- 
der an unfortunate General ; it cut him to 
the quick, and affeéted him more than all 
the cruelty, ill treatment, and defamation 
he himfelf had met with frem Minitters. 
Thirty Officers in that army were now in 
England; fome exchanged, and confe- 
quently free to ferve again in America or 
elfewhere ; why were not they to be fuf- 
fered to recruit ; and why were the Colo- 
nels and Lieutenant-colonels to be depri- 
ved of thofe additions to their ttipends, 
which an augmentation of their regiments 
makes ? 

Mr. Jenkinfon explained to General 
Burgoyne, that no flight was intended, 
but only not to ifflue money to the Paymaf- 
ter of the forces for augmentations to an 
army {till remaining prifoners ; but, if the 
Houle thought otherwife, it was eafily al- 
tered. 

More debates followed, not on the ex- 
pediency of the vote of fupply, but the 
propriety of abandoning the American 
war; and the motion paffed without a di- 
vifion. 

December 16. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Com- 
mittee of fupply, when both ordinaries 
and extraordinaries were voted without a 
divifion ; and the Committee broke up. 

When the Houfe had been refumed, 

Admiral Pigot ftated the danger that 
Admiial Keppel’s life would be expofed 

tO, 
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to, if he fhould be kept on board during 
the whole of his trial, which might pro- 
bably lait feven weeks. His bad ttate of 
health challenged fome indulgence, fome 
relaxation of the laws, in favour of a 
man, whofe life had been of no confidera- 
tion to him, when his country called him 
forth to refcue her from deftruétion! In 
order therefore to preferve the life of a man 
who defpifed it while his country was in 
danger, he moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to empower the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty to order Court-martials to’ fit on 
fhore. 

The motion was feconded by Lord 
Howe. 

Lord North had not the leaft obje&tion 
to the motion, provided it was for a fpe- 
cial bill on that occafion, and not a gene- 
ral one for altering the old-eltablifhed mode 
of trial that had always prevailed. 

Lord Mulgrave would vote for any in- 
dulgence that could be granted to Admiral 
Keppel, with whefe merit no man was 
better acquainted than he was ; but it was 
a weighty matter that was propofed, if the 
bili was to be general. One of the rea- 
fons, he believed, that had induced Par- 
liament to decree that no member of a 
Court Martial fhould quit the thip on board 
of which the Court was to fit, until the 
conclufion of the trial, was, that a Mem- 
ber had once been arrefted after he came 
on fhore, at the end of one of the fittings. 
To prevent the like again, and for other 
seafons, it had been enacted, that the 
whole bufinefs fhould be terminated before 
any of the Officers fhould come on thore ; 
fo that, while the trial was going on, they 
were in clofe confinement, like a Jury in 
their room, from which they could not 
depart till a verdi&t was found. The mea- 
fure, if intended to be general, was too 
weighty to be paffed over in a hurry; if 
particular, he would readily affent to it. 


The Sollicitor General faid the Lords 
of the Admiralty could take cognifance 
only of crimes committed at fea, but they 
might appoint the Court to fit where they 
pleated. 

Mr. Dunning {poke a few words in fa- 
vour of the motion. 

Sir Philip Clerke faid, that fome means 
ought to be devifed to prevent the trial, as 
it would now be out of their power to 
grant the indulgence required to Admiral 
Keppel, as the Houfe was to adjourn on 
Friday for the holidays, and the trial was 
to begin before the recefs would be over. 

Mr. Mountague faid the bill might be 
palled before the recefs, if the Houfe would 
fuffer it to be read three times on the fame 
day. 

The Houfe agreed to the motion with- 
out a divifion, and adjourned immediately 
afier. 

Thurfday, Dec. 17. 

Lord Mulgrave prefented an account of 
the charge exhibited againit Admiral Kep- 
pel by Sir Hugh Pallifer. 

Admiral Pigot then brought in a bill 
empowering the Lords Commiffioners of 
the Navy to hold Court-martials on fhore, 
in fuch place as they fhould think conve- 
nient, and when fuch a meafure fhould ap- 
pear expedient to them ; upon which after 
ieveral propofed amendments in the bill 
had been agreed to, the Houfe was refu- 
med, the report received, the bill read a 
third time and ordered up to the Lords, 
and the Houfe adjourned to Tuefday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuefday, Dec. 22. 

The bill for the trial of Admiral Kep- 
pel on fhore was read a thizd time, and 
pafled, in the Houle of Peers; and fent to 
the Commons for their concurrence to the 
amendments, which were agreed to. 


A MEmorIAL prefented to his Majefty by his Grace the Duke of Bolton. 


To THe KING. 
E the fubfcribing Admirals of your 
Majefty’s Royal Navy, having 
hitherto, on all occafions, ferved your Mia- 
jelly with zeal and fideluy, and being de- 
firous of devoting every aétion of our lives, 


and our lives themfelves, to your Maje-. 


fty’s fervice and the defence of our country, 
think ourfelyes indifpenfably bound by 
our duty to that fervice and that country, 
with all pofhible humility, to reprefent to 
your wifdem and jultice, 


That Sir Hugh Pallifer, Vice-admiral 
of the Blue, lately ferving under the com- 
mand of the Honourable Auguftus Kep- 
pel, did prefer certain articles of accufation, 
containing feveral matters of heinous offence 
againtt his faid Commander in Chief, to 
the Lords Commiffioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great 
Britain, he the faid Sir Hugh Pallifer being 
himfelf_ a Commiffioner in the faid Com- 
miffion. This accufation he the faid Sir 
Hugh Pallifer with-held from the twenty - 

feventh 
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feventh of July laf, the time of the fup- 
pofed offences committed, until the ninth 
day of this prefent December, and then 
brought forward for the purpofe of recrimi- 
nation againft charges conjectured by him 
the faid Sir Hugh Pallifer, but which in 
fact were never made. 

That the Commiffioners of the Admi- 
ralty, near five months after the pretended 
offences aforefaid, did receive fiom their 
faid colleague in office the charge made 
by him againft his faid Commander, and 
without taking into confideration the rela- 
tive fituation of the accufer and the party 
accufed, or attending to the avowed mo- 
tives of the accufation, or the length of time 
of withholding, or the occafion of making 
the fame, and withcut any other delibera- 
tion whatfoever, did, on the very fame day 
on which the charge was preferred, and 
without previous notice to the party accu- 
fed of an intention of making a charge 
againft him, give notice of their intending 
that a Court Martial fhould be held on 
the faid Admiral Keppel, after forty years 
of meritorious fervice, and a variety of 
ations in which he had exerted eminent 
courage and conduct, by which the ho- 
nour and power of this nation and the glory 
of the Britith Flag had been maintained 
and encreafed in vaiious parts of the world. 

We beg leave to exprefs to your Maje- 
fiy our concern at this proceeding, and to 
reprefent ourapprehenfions of the difficulties 
and difcouragements which will inevitably 
arife to your fervice therefrom ; and that it 
will not be eafp for men, attentive to their 
honour, to ferve your Majefty, particularly 
in fituations of principal command, if the 
practice now ftated to your Majefty be 
countenancee, or the principles upon which 
the fame has been fupported thal] prevail 
with any Lord High Admiral, or wih any 
Commiffioner for executing that office. 

We are humbly of «pinion, that a cri- 
minal charge againft an Officer (rifing in 
importance according to the rank and com- 
mand of that Officer) which fufpends bis 
fervice to your Majefty, perhaps, in the 
moft critical exigencies of the pubic affairs, 
which calls his reputation into doubt and 
difcuffion, which puts him on trial for his 
life, profeffien, and reputation, and which, 
in its confequences, may caufe a fatal cef- 
fation in the naval exertions of the king- 
dom, to be a matter of the molt ferious na- 
ture, and never to be made by authority 
but on folid grownd and on mature deli- 
beration.- The honour of an Officer is his 
mott precious poffeffion and bett qualifica- 
tion; the public have an intereft in it; 
and, whilf thofe vader whom we five 
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countenance accufation, it is often impoffi- 
ble perfecily to rettore military fame by the 
mere acquittal of a Court Martial. Im- 
putations made by high authority remain 
Jong, and affect deeply. The ‘phere of 
ation of Commanders in Chief is large, 
and their bufinefs intricate, and fobje& to 
great variety of opinion; and, before they 
are to be put on the judgment of oth<rs for 
aéts done upon their difcretion, the greatelt 
difcretion ought to be employed. 

Whether the Board of Admiralty hath 
by law any fuch difcretion, we, who are 
not of the proteffion of the law, cannot 
pofitively affert ; but, if we had conceived 
that this Board had no legal ufe of theie 
reafon in a point of fuch delicacy and im- 
portance, we fhould have known on what 
terms we ferved. But we never did ima- 
gine it poffible, that we were to receive or- 
ders from, and to be accountable to thofe 
who, by law, were reduced to become 

aflive inftruments to the poffible malice, 
ignorance, or treafon of any individual who 
might think fit to difarm his Majelty’s’ 
Novy of its beft and higheft Officers. We 
conceive it difrefpediful to the laws of our 
country to fuppofe them capable of fuch 
manifeft injuftice and abfurdity. 

We therefore humbly reprefent, in be- 
half of public order, as well as of the dif- 
cipline of the Navy, to your Majefty, the 
dangers of long concealed and afterwards 
precipitately adopied charges, and of all 
recriminatory accufations of fobordinate 
Officers againit their Commanders in 
Chief; and particularly the mifchief and. 
fcandal of permitting men, who are at once 
in high civil office, and in fubordinate mi- 
Jitary command, previous to their making 
fuch accufations, to attempt to corrupt the 
public judgment, by the publication of 
libels on their Officers in a common News- 
paper, thereby exciting mutiny in your 
Majefty's Navy, as well as prejudicing the 
minds of thofe who are to try the merits of 
the accufation againit the faid fuperior 
Officer. 

HAWKE, 

JOHN MOORE, 

BOLTON, 

SAMUEL GRAVES, 

HUGH PIGOT, 

ROBERT HARLAND, 

BRISTOL, 

JAMES YOUNG, 

MATTHEW BARTON, 

FRANCIS GEARY, 

SHULDHAM, 

CLARK GAYTON, 
(Copy) 
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A compendious PEE R:AGE of ENGLAND, continued from Page 
201 “of our Magazine for OGtober laff; with the ARMs accurately 
engraved and a GENEALOGICAL AccounT of the Noble 
Family - of GOWER, Earl Gower. 


‘oe family is lineally defcended 
from -Sir Allan Gower, Sheriff of 
the county of York, and Lord of Stitten- 
ham, in that county, at the time of the 
Norman conqueft ; which eftate of Stitten- 
ham is.in pofleffion of the° prefent Earl. 
Laurence Gower was concerned in the 
murder cf Piers Gavetton, the favourite 
of Edward II, at Blacklow-hill, in War- 
wickthire, 1312, for which he ‘obtained 
that Monarch’s partion. ‘ His grandfon, 
Sir John, ‘who ‘was <cotemporary > with 
Chaucer, was efteemed one of the beft 
poets of that age, anda great improver of 
the Englith language. He died icon after 
Chaucer, in aq02, at a very advanced 
age, having’ been blind fome time before 
his ‘deceafe ;~and was buried inthe church 
of St. Mary Overy’s, in Southwark, -un- 
der a’monument’which ‘he had*erected in 
his life-time. His only fon,. ‘Thomas, 
was made Goverfor of Mans; for his gal- 
lan¢ behaviour In ‘the French wars, and 
¢dmtinued in that -poft in the reigns of 
Henry V- andthis fuecéffor. He married 
a French Lady;and-obtained an aét of Par- 
lianierit for? the fgturalifation of ‘his chil- 
dren. ‘His‘eldet fon, Sir John Gower, 
was taken prifoner in 1471, at the battle 
of Tewkefbury; where he had ‘been ‘ttand- 
ard-bearer to'Prince Edward;fon of King 
Henry VI ; and there beheaded, by- order 
of Edward IV. Edward, ‘his ‘eldeft fon, 
received the honour of knighthood, and 
Thomas, ‘his fitcceffor, in 1154.35 was-Re- 
etiver-general for the payment of the fol- 
diers in garrifon at Berwick, and Supervi- 
for of ‘all’ the: fortifications of that town, 
and of the tattle of 'Warke. Inthe Scotch 
expedition, im1s560, he was Matter of the 
ordnance.’ Sir Thomas Gower, who was 
born m-t584, was created a Baronet: by 
James [. His fon, Sir Themas, who fuc- 
ceeded ‘his father in his eftate and: title of 
Baronet, when the civil war broke out, 
raifed a. regiment of dragoons for’ the 
: King, oft which his brother Doyley was 
Colonel. By his: firft wife he had ‘no if- 
fue ; but by his fecond, daughter and co- 
heir of Sir John-Levefon, of Hailing, im 
Kent, he had two fons, viz. Edward, who 
died in his father’s life-time, leaving two 
fons, ‘Thomas, and William, anceftor to 
the prefent Kar! Gower. “Thomas, only 


fon of Edward, juft mentioned, fucceeded 
his grandfather in title and eftate, and died 
unmarried in 1689. Sir William-Levefon 
Gower fucceeded his nephew, Sir Thomas, 
in the title,.and the ancient paternal ef- 
tate. He was adopted heir to Sir Richard 
Levefon, of Trentham, in Staffordthires 
Knight of the Bath, and brother to Sir 
John-Levelon, betore- mentioned, who;hav- 
ing no children by his wife, left him his 
whole -eftate. Sir William was long a 
Member of Parliament for Newcaftleun- 
der Line, in Staffordfhire,~and died in 
1691. ‘By Jane, eldeit daughter of John 
Granville, Earl of Bath, and at length 
coheir to-her nephew, William-Henry,’the 
laft Earl of that family, he had iffue thee 
fons, of whom the feeond'and third died 
young. Sir John Levefon Gower, only 
furviving fon of Sir William, ferved in 
Parliament for Newcaftle under Line, from 
the death of: his father, till fe was advan- 
ced, in 1703, to the dignity of a Baran, 
by the title of Lord ‘Gower, Baron Gow- 
er, of Stittenham, in Yorkfhive. In 1702, 
he was fworn of the Privy-council, and 


‘made Chaneellor of the duchy of Lan- 


cafter ; and, in 1706, was one ofthe 
Couiniiflioners for concluding the Union 
between England and Scotland. Hede- 
parted this life in 1769, at Belyoir-cattle, 
the feat of his father-in-law, the Duke of 
Rutland. 

John. Levefon Gower, 


fecond Lord 


‘Gower, and eldeft fon. of the former, in 


1742, was appointed Lord Licutenant and 
Cuftos Rotulorum of the county of Staf- 
ford, fworn of the Privy-council, and 
made Lord Privy-feal ; and, in 1746, was 
advanced to the dignitics of a Vifcount and 
Earl. of Great Britain, by the title of 
Vifcount Trentham, in .the county of 
Stafford, and Earl Gower. His Lordthip, 
on the breaking out of the’ laft-vebelhion, 
raifed:a regiment of foot for the King’s 
fervice. He was thrice married,- and died 
int754- By his firft Lady, third daugh- 
ter to Evelyn, Duke of Kingiton, he had 
four fons and fix daughters. Of the for- 
iner, none afe now living except the pre- 
fent Earl Gower 
Granville Levifon Gower, prefent Earl 
Gower, while a Commoner, f{erved in Par- 
liament for Bithop’s-aaitle in Shropthire, 
Asa Welt- 





37° 


Welftminfter, and Litchfield. After he 
became a Peer of the realm, he patled fuc- 
ceffively through the offices of Lord Privy- 
feal, Matter of the Horfe, Keeper of the 
Griat Wardrobe, and Lord-chamberlain 
of his Majefty’s Houthold, till at length 
_ he was made Prefident of the Council, in 
which place he ftill continues. 

Tires | Earl Gower, Vifcount Trent- 
ham, and Lord Gower, Baron of Stitten- 
ham, and Baronet, Lord Prefident of the 
Privy-Council, Lord Lieutenant and Cuf- 
tos Rotulorum of the county of Stafford, 
and Governor of the Charter-houfe. 
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Arms.} Quarterly, firft and fourth, 
barry of eight, argent and gules ; over 
allacrofs, fable, tor Gower. Second and 
third, azure, three laurel leaves, ereét, or, 
for Levefon. 

CrestT.} On awreath, a wolf paffant, 
argent, collared and lined, or. 

SuPPORTERS.] Two wolves, argent, 
each having a collarand line, or. 

MotTTo.] FRANGAS, NON FLECTES ; 
that is, ‘ You may break, but cannot 
bend me.” 

Cuier SgatT.] At Trentham, in the 
county of Stafford. 


The following AppReEssEs from Sir Watkin Witttams Wynne, 
to the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the Counties of Denbigh 
and Montgomery, have been circulated through the above Counties. 


Tothe Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders 
of the County of Denbigh. 
s OUND by my duty to you for the 
honour you have conferred on mt, 
by electing me your Reprefentative m Par - 
liament ; united to you by the ftricteft ties 
of friendthip and efteem, and defirous, on 
every occafion that offers, to convince you 
of my regard for the welfare of the coun- 
ty; it behoves me to take the earlieit op- 
portunity of apprizing you of a Treafury 
Warrant, which may materially affect the 
whole Principality of Wales. 

‘ That we may be enabled to take fuch 
fteps as the emergency of the cafe requires, 
I beg leave to requeit your advice and con- 
currence in fupport of {uch refolutions as 
the fenfé of a county, or other general 
meeting, may fuggeft, relative to this im- 
portant tranfaétion. 

Ihave the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, your moft obliged 
and faithful fervant, 
W. WILLIAMS WYNNXE.” 
Wynnttay, Dec. 23, 1778. 


Tothe Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders 
of the County of Montgomery. 

* Impelled by the fame motives of 
friendthip, efteem, and good wifhes to your 
couny, as to that I have the honour to 
reprefent, and not knowing whether the 
contents of the Treafury Warrant (above 
alluded to) be yet gererally promulgated, 
it is my with to give you the fulleft infor- 
mation of it: and I therefore now beg 
leave thus publicly to addrefs you with 
an hearty defire, that, if a county meet- 
ing be not alseady called for this purpefe, 


there may one be foon appointed, im order * 


that your dentinentaon this alarming oc- 


cafion may be known at the . general 
meeting, advertifed for by my noble friend 
Lord Bulkley, to be held in London, pre- 
vious to the meeting of Parliament. 
© I hope the importance of the fubject 
will excufe my irregularity in this ad- 
drefs, and that you will believe me, Gen- 
tlemen, 
Your ever obedient 
and faithful friend and fervant, 
W. Wiliam Wynne. 
Wynnftay, Dec. 23, 1778. 





The following is a copy of the Trea- 
fury Warrant alluded to in the preceding 
addrefles : 

« TO all to'whom thefe prefents fhall 
core, the Right Honowrable the Lords 
Commiffioners of his Majefty’s Treafury 
fend greeting. . Having’ taken into. confi- 
deration a report of William Middleton, 
Efq; Deputy Auditor of the Principality 
of Wales, reprefenting unto us, that his 
Majetty’s land revenue in the faid Princi- 
pality is greatly diminifhed, and having 
likewife confidered a report of the Hon. 
John St. John, Surveyor-general to his 
Majetty’s land revenue, reciting a Memo- 
rial of Sir Thomas Wynne, Bart. Auditor 
of his Majefty’s revenue within the faid 
Principality, fetting forth feveral abufes in 
the management of mines in the poffeffion 
of a company of Mine-adventurers, as 
under leflees of John Phillipfon, Efq; ori- 
gunal leffee of all his Majefty’s mines and 
minerals in the hundred of Preftatyn, in 
the county of Flint, which, by appoiat- 
ing a proper perfon, on the part of the 
Crown, to regulate and furvey the con- 
duct, might be remedied, and great anuual 
benefit, as well as future advautage, wou!d 
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thereby arife to the public revenue ; and it 
appearing unto us, that the many large 
forefts, lordthips, and extenfive tracks of 
watte lands within the faid Principality 
have produced little profit either to the 
public revenue, or to individuals, which 
milchief may be remedied by the appoint- 
ment of a proper perfon to whom thofe 
who are defirous to improve the faid eftates 
may have immediate accefs: we, there- 
fore, confiding in the care, pa fkill, 
experience, and integrity of John Probert, 
of Copthorn, in the county of Salop, Eig; 
do hereby nominate, conititute, and ap- 
point him, the faid Probert, to make the 
regular and plain eftimates and furveys of 
all fuch lands and eftates, and to manage 
the fame in fuch manner as we, or his 
Majefty’s Surveyor-general, thall from 
time to time dire&t, and particularly to 
treat with perfgns willing to become te- 
nants to the Crown for leafes of mines, te- 
nements, sottages, and inclofures for the 
beft rent that can and may be got for the 
fame and alfo to receive propofals, and 
to treat with any perfon or perfons for the 
inclofing any waite commons and unculti- 
vated lands, and improvement thereof, 
and to report to us all fuch contraéts, 
agreements, and propofals; and further, 
from time to time, to fuperintend all fub- 
fitting leafes, and the performance of the 
covenants therein contained, on the part 
of the leffees: and alfo to affitt the Audi- 
tors and Receivers, and other Officers of 
his Majetty’s land revenue within the 
Principality of Wales, in receiving fuch 
fee farm, and other rent of lands and roy- 
alties as are now, or hereafter may hap- 
pen to be in arrear, or unaccounted for, 
by afcertaining the eftates out of which 


fuch rents iffue, and the names of the te- 
nants and occupiers thereof, in fuch man- 
ner as we fhali, from time to time, direét: 
and, generally, to do all fuch other aé& 
and acts as may be neceflary and proper 
for the better management of his Majet- 
ty’s land revenue, rights, and royalties, 
within the faid Principality of Wales: in 
confideration of which, we think it rea- 
fonable to allow the faid John Probert the 
fum of three hundred pounds by the year, 
payable half-yearly out of the faid land re- 
venue of the faid Principality of Wales, 
to commence from the 1#s5th day of July 
Jatt pait, together with fuch other fums of 
money as fhall have appeared to have heen 
aStually difburfed and expended by him in 
the execution of this butoefs, as we, or 
the Lords Commiffioners of his Mafeity’s 
Treafury for the time being, fhall, from 
time to time, think fit to grant and allow 
untohim. And we hereby order and di- 
rect the Receivers of the land revenue 
within the faid Principality of Wales to 
pay unto the faid John Probert fuch falary 
as aforefaid, out of the revenue of the {aid 
Principality, after the falaries, allowances, 
and other antient deduétions, and the 
grants and payments heretofore charged 
thereon, or payable out of the fame, fhall 
be dedusted. 

« Given under our hands and feals at 
the Treafury Chambers in Whitehall, 
this 20th day of November, 1778, in 
the 19th year of the reign of our So- 
vereign Lord George the Third, by 
the grace of God, King of Great 
Britain, &c. &c. 

NORTH, 
WESTCOTE, 
PALMERSTON.* 


AMEMORIAL delivered by Sir Jofeph Yorke to the Deputies 
of the States GENERAL, on the 22d of November, 1778. 


8 figs High Mightineffes will have 
received, by the anfwer from Lord 
Suffolk, one of his Maijefty’s principal 
Secretaries of State, tothe Count Welderen, 
dated thé rgth of O&tober, the moft con- 
vincing proof of’his Majefty’s friendthip 
towards them. 

Aftey an explicit detail of the hoftile 
and unprecedented conduct: of bis Molt 
Chriftian Majetty, which conduét occa- 
fioned the feeming irregularity of the 
Court of Great Britain, in feizing the 
fhips appertaining to neutral Powers bound 
to the ports of France, the meafure hath 
been fully explained on the principles of 
neceflity and self-defence, againit an ene- 


my who hath ever acted covertly and by 
furpriftt--The moderation and equity of 
the King, my Mafter, would not permit 
him to difregard the complaints of the 
fubje&ts of their High Mightinefles, from 
the moment there appeared a_poffibility to 
renew them. It is for this reafon that his 
Majelty has declared his intention to re- 
Jeafe the Dutch veffels, under conditions 
the moft amicable and the leaft difadvan- 
tageous, as far as circumftances will ad- 
mit. | The war, however, ftill continues, 
and the aétive endeavours of the enemy to 
puth matters to extremity oblige his 
Majetty to guard againit thedanger. He 
withes, neverthelefs, to involve h’s good 
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neighbours and Allies as little as poffible, 


and, although France has even threatened . 


to invade his Majetty’s dominions and 
territories, having for that purpofe af- 
fembled numerous armies on their coatt, 
the King, my Mafter, ftill forbears to 
claim fuch fuecour from their High Migh- 
tineffes as they are bound to grant, by the 
mott explicit and folemn treaties, whenever 
fuch fuccours may be on his part required, 
namely, the treaty of 1678, and the fe- 
arate article of 1716 ; his Majefty confines 
inthe for the prefent folely to lay before 
their High Mightinefles the {tate of affairs, 
the motive of his condué&t, and the necef- 
fity he finds himfelf under to take meafures 
for his own defence, and the prefervation 
of his dominions, r 
It is Only with this view that I am or- 
dered by his Britannic Majefty to propofe 
to their High, Mightinefles a conference, to 
confider on the moft proper means towards 
an amicable regulation of fuch a mode 
of proceeding in future, refpecting fuch ar- 
ticles as his Majefty, without yielding to 
his enemies, cannot poffibly fuffer them to 
be fupplied with. It cannot have efcaped 
the attention of their High Mightinetles, 
that Lord Suffolk, in explaining his Ma- 
jefty’s fentiments to Count Welderen, ful- 
ly demonftrated the King’s fincere defire to 
pay the ftri€teft regard to the faith of treaties, 
as far as they donot direétly tend to expofe 
him to imminent danger. It is by no 
means his intention, nor is it his wifh to 
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caufe the Jeaft interruption to-the com- 
merce of Holland, ufually carried. on with . 
France, excepting warlike and naval ftores ; 
and even this. rettriétion . fhall’ be.-enjoyed 
with the utmoft equity, and,I am configent, 
with every poffible ae of generofity. 

I therefore, in obedience to my .inftruc- 
tions, have taken the liberty to requett an 
audience to know whether, in coniequence 
of the anfwer delivered to Count -Wel- 
deren, their High Mightinefles . are refol- 
ved to open a conference with me? On m 
part, I intreat you to. affure .their High 
Mightinefles, that, as well from my being 
authorifed by his Majefty, as from my being 
perfonally difpofed, after a refidence in 
this country-of 27 years, their High: Migh- 
tineffes. will find in me. every readinefs' to 
attend to their complaints, and regard for 
their welfare; and I flatter myielf that in 
the courfe of the conference I thal] con- 
vince them, that,whatever forced and affec- 
ted turn may have been given to the conduét 
of my Court, it has been founded on the 
juftice, moderation, and the neceffity of our 
fituation. In -expectation, of the decifion 
of their High Mightineflés on what Ihave 
laid before them, I truft that their known 
equity and friendfhip: towards his Majefty, 
agreeable to their recent affurances by their 
Envoy, will prove fufficient not to authorife 
their fubjeéts to carry naval ftores, under 
conyoy, to France, as being the moft dan- 
gerous objects to the fecurity of Great 
Britain. 


Th BRITISH MUSE: Containing original Poems, Soncs, €&¢. 


'WINTER’s AMUSEMENT: 
The late BaTH-EasTon PRIZE ODE. 
By Mr. Ansty, Author of the cele- 
brated BatH Guiwe, &c. 


. E beauteous nymphs and: jovial 
fwains, 

Who, deck'd with youthful bloom, 

In gay affemblage meet-to grace 
Philander’s cheaiful dome : 

Mark how the wintry clouds hang oer 
Yon frowning mountain's brow ; 

Mark how the rude winds warp the itream, 
And rock the leaflefs bough. 


The painted meads, and flow'ry lawns, 
Their wonted pride give o’er ; 

The feather'd flocks in filence mourn, 
Their notes are heard no more ; 


Save where beneath the lonely fhed, 

Or defolated thorn, 
The rec-bieat heaves his ruffled plumes, 
' And tunes his pipe forlom, 


Yet fhall the fin’s reviving ray . 
Recal the genial {pring : 

The painted meads refume their pride ; 
The feather'd flocks fhall fing, 


But not to you fhall e’er return 
The pride of gaudy years, 
When pining age. with icy-hand 

Wiis hoary mantle rears, 


When once, alas! his churlifh bla 
Shall your bright {pring fubdue, 
I know not what reviviug fun 
Can e’er that {pring renew. 


Then feize the glorious. golden days, 
That fill your cup with joy! =~ 

Bid every gay and focial fcene 
Your blifsful hours employ. 


Oft where the crowded ftage invites, 
The laughing Mufes join ; 

Or woo them while, they {mile around 
Eugenia’s laurel'd fhrine. 
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@ft fek, the haunts where health and joy 
To fportive numbers moye; 

Or plantive ftrains breathe, foft defire, 
And wake the faul to love. 

Yet ah! where-e’er you bend your way, 
Let fair Difcretion fteer : 

From Folly's vain delufive charms, 
And Paffion’s wild career. 


So when the'wintry hours fhall come, 
When youth and pleafure 

Safe shall you ward. th’ im 
And Time's rude blaft defy. 

Perpetual charms, unfading Sprin 
a refleétion find “9 _— 

While innocence and virtue bring 
A fun-fhine to the mind! 


ODE for the NEW-YEAR. 


"0 arms, to. arms, ye fons of, 
might ! 
And hail, with founds of war, the new- , 
year ! 
Britannia, from her rocky height, 
“Points to the Gallic coaft, and lifts her 
fj 


Th’ immortal hatred which by turns 
Wakes and fleeps, with-fury burns : 
New caufe of juft offence has Albion 


‘ound, . . 

And lo, it bleeds afrefh, th? eternal wound ! 
Tho’ great in war, of kill pofleft, 
Tho’ native courage fire their: breait 
With ardour for the public weal, 
One want, at leaft, our rival feel, 


The want of freedom damps each generous | 


aim, 
Whoc’er the lord they ferve, th’ oppreffion 
is the fame! 
Power defpotic rarely knows, 
Rarely heeds a fubject’s woes. 
By force it claims, with grafping hand, 
Whate’er anibition dares demand. 
The ravag’d merchant, plunder’d fwain, 
May pour their weak complaints in 
vain ; 
Their. private forrows are their own ; 
A tyrant feels not, tho’ a people groan. 


O happier far the well-mix'd ftate, 
Which blends the. Monarch’s with the fub- 
ject's fate, 
And Jinks the {ceptre to the fpade, 
The ftroke which wounds the lowlieft 
clown 
Is infult to the Britith Crown, 
And he attacks our rights, who dares the 
throne invade. 


One common flame, one active foul, 
Pervades and animates the whole; 
One heart, one hand, direéts the. biow, 
And hurls the volhed vengeance on the 

foe! ali 


fly, 
ce ftorm, ; 


GENTLEMEN, 
Herewith I fend you an Article of Holiday. 
Amufement, to puzzle your Corre/pondents 
and whet their Wits; and fall be obliged 
to you to admit. it, and communicate fuch 

Arfwer as may be furnifped ; which will 
oblige your conftant Reader 
‘Ricpum Funwyipos. 


A RIDDLE, 


RN. the morn. when. I rife, I: open. my 
eyes, 
Though I fleep nota wink in the night; 
If I wake e’er {0 foon, I ftill lie till noon, 
And pay no regard to the light. 
I have lofs, I haye gain, I have pleafure 
and pain, 
And am punith’d with many a ftripe ; 
To diminifh my woe, I burn friend and 


oe 
And the evening I clofe with a pipe. 


I travel abroad, and ne'er mifs: the road, 
Unlefs I am met by a ftranger ; 
If you come in my way, as you very well 


may, 
You will always be fubje& to danger. 
I am chafte, I am young, I am lufty and 
ftrong, , 

And my habit oft change in a day ; 
To Court I never go, am no, Lady nor 
bean, 

Yet as frail and fantaftic as they, 

I live but fhort time, and die in my prime, 
Lamented by all who poffefs me ; 

If IT add any more:to what's gone before, 
I fear you will eafily guefs me. 


A THOUGHT. 


EF ROM the bleak regions of the north, 
Th’ ALMicuTy tends his tempeit 
forth, . 
While mortals ftand aghat : 
Loud and more loud the furious wind, 
While Defolation ftalks behind: : 
The ftill increafing blatt. 


Now meagre, pallid, wan and weak, 

To hide our heads we vainly feek, 
With apprehenfion warm : 

But ah! how frail our efforts all, 

Till He, whole power direéts the ball, 
Shall. ftop the raging ttorm. 


Fhen ferious let the mind. engage, 
While winds arife, and tempefts rage, 
To lit the foul to Gop ! 
The trufting, con{cious, upright mind 
Amidft the ftorms of life will find 
It need not fear the red. 
The 
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The admired SONG in the Scuoor for 
SCANDAL. 


ERE’s to the maiden of bathful 


fifteen, 
Likewife to the widow of fifty ; 
Here’s to the bold and extravagant Queen» 
And here’s to the howfewife that’s 
thrifty. 
Let the toatt pafs, 
Drink to the lafs, 
I warrant the’ll prove an excufe for the 
giafs. 
Cho. Let the toaft pafs, &c. 


Here's to the maiden whole dimples we 
prize, 
And likewife to her that has none, Sir; 
Here’s to the maid with a pair of black 
eyes, 
And here is to her that’s butone, Sir, 
Cho. Let the toaft pafs, &c. 


Here’s fo the maid with a bofom of 
fnow, 

And to her that’s as brown as a berry ; 

And here’s to the wife with a face full of 


woe, 
And here’s to the girl that is merry. 
Cho. Let the toaft pafs, &c. 


Let her be clumfy, or let her be flim, 
Young, orancient, I care not a feather; 
So fill the pint bumper quite up to the 
brim, 
And e’en let us toaft them together. 
CHORUS. 
Let the toaft pafs, 
Drink to the lafs, . 
I warrant fhe’ll prove an excufe for the 
1 


g:afs. 


PROLOGUE to the New Tragedy of 
BUTHRED. 


Spoken by Mr, Hutu. 


HEN Athens firk call’d forth the 
{cenic art, 
To give a living leffon to the heart, 
The faithful Mufe, on her great tafk in- 
tent, 
In nature's lancuage {poke her fentiment ; 
Spoke to S foul, which caught the facved 
ore, 
And learn’d to praétife what it prais’d 
before. 
Fird by the thought, th’ advent’rer of 
to-night, 
Ry their example guides his daring flight ; 
His piéture from the fame orig’nal draws, 
Nor trays from reafon, to feek falfe ap- 
plaute : 
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He draws his Britons, as in days of old, 
When tyrant paffion govern’d uncon- 
troul’d ; 


When right and wrong were meafur'd By 
the fword, 
And the blow often went before the word. 
Rough were their manners, but unftain'd 
with guile, 
Their anger ne'er was hid beneath a fimile; 
Tho” furious, when refilted, foon ap- 
as'd :— 
Their proftrate foe their gen'rous mercy 
rais'd. 
Such Britons were, and fuch their fons 
remain, 
While polith’d France fucceeds the barb’- 
rous Dane ; 
When foil’d in arms, to treach’ry has 
recourfe, 
And “gainit ourfelves inverts our dreaded 
force. 
Oh! foon may Heav'n th’ unnat'ral feod 
compofe, 
Soon turn that force united on our foes ! 
Pay Gallic perfidy with tenfold fhame, 
And nobly vindicate the Britifh name ? 


EPILOGU E. 
Written by a Frrenp. 

Spoken by Mrs. BuLKELEYS 

UR Poet is a blockhead, and I'l! 


prove it, 
And if you've caught his folly, I'll re- 
move it : 
We mutt be fools indeed, and fools pro- 
claim'd, 
If, by his notions, we are ¢lip’d and tam'd. 
Shall we not fly, full-feather'd, round this 


town, 

And in a whirlwind hunt each pleafure 
down ? 

Our preaching Poet, in this night's dif- 
courfe, 

Has fhewn a wife attack'd, and no divorce! 

She fcorn'd a King forfoeth, whe fwore, 
to deck her 

With gems, wou'd drain his Treas’ry and 
Exchequer ; 

But no—fhe lov'd her hufband—vulgar 
creature, 

And chofe with him retirement—Is that 
nature ? 

Such ftrange ideas, if not quafh'd, are 
ruin, 

And will undo what fafhion has been do- 
ing! 

But fhall a whining bard give up our 
right ? 

Stand by me, gods! the {cribbling tribe 
Till fight; 


Fight 





THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE, ‘Vou. LXIII. 375 


Fight on this theme, till my tongue ceafe 
to wag, 
And ne'er, thank nature, was it known to 


ag. 
Had he but ftudy'd life, and got fome 
breeding 
He then had known Bon Ton. worth all 
his reading. 
*Viore nobly now each fair her time em- 
loys, 
Than feo oa maids, or rearing girls 
and boys! 
For hardy camps, we quit the lazy town, 
And if we like our foldiers, ftraw is down: 
Drefs'd cap-a pee, we ftrut en militaire, 
And make France tremble at our martial 
air! 
Our warlike maid forc’d Englifhmen to 
ield : 
Fear no aoies while we keep the field! 
But, Madam, cry'd the bard,—Wifdom 
declares 
Women are form’d for foft, domeftic cares ; 
And when they march in camps, and prate 
"of fieges, 
Horrendum cit! et contra nature leges ! 
Your Latin words, learn’d Sir, are thot at 
random : 
For this plain reafon, I don’t underftand 
‘en. 
Did heay'n to men alone for pow’r give 
brains ? 
Let “em rule better, or refign the reins ; 
Let us but try our fkill, and if poor’. we 
Should likewife fail, more pleaiant - 
twill be 
To have in blund'ring-fome variety. 

But, jeft apart, our poet, not unwife, 
Points out true objetts to the brighteft eyes. 
Daughters of fathion, let not heedlefs youth 
Force you to fly from nature, prudence, 

truth : 
How {weet foe'er the joy- wing’d moments 
lide, 
Be not S thofe three vifitors denied. 
And tho’ from cares domeftic you may 


roam, 

Still think fome pleafure may be found at 
home. 

Smile not—Fathion will make this plan 
her own, 

For, tho’ you fcorn it when by bards 
made known, 

You'll feel its pow'r adopted on the 

Throne. 


A FEMALE CHARACTER. 


ER voice is as clear as the ftream, 
Hey charaéter bright as the fun : 
Her dealings are hard as a ftone, 
But her promife—as fure as a gun. 
2 


Some of the principal AIR S, &c. in the 
new Speaking Pantomine, called The 
TOUCHSTONE. 


AIR. Mifs Brown. 


I. 
ARENTS may fairly thank them- 
felves, 
Should Love our Duty matter ; 
Checking his Power, the fenfele(s Elves 
But tie the Knot the faiter. 
To trick fuch Dotards, weak’ and vain, 
Is Duty and Allegiance, 
Whilit Love, and all his pleafing Train, 
To fly were Difobedience. 


II. 


As fickle Fancy, or Caprice, 
Or headftrong Whim advifes, 

Children, and all their future Peace, 
Become the facrifices. 

Then trick thefe Dotards, weak and vain, 
*Tis Duty and Allegiance, 

Whilft Love, and all his pleafing Train, 
To fly were Difobedience. 


AIR. Mr. Wilfon. 


This Life is like a troubled Sea, 
Where, helm a Weather or a Lea, 
The Ship will neither ftay nor wear, 
But drives, of every Rock in Fear. 
All Seamanfhip in vain we try, 
We cannot keep her fteadily ; 
But juft as Fortune’s Wind fhould blow, 
The Veffel tofled to and fro. 
Yet come but Love on board, 
Our Hearts with Pleafure ftor'd, 
No Storm can overwhelm. 
Still blows in vain 
The Hurricane, 
While he is at the Helm. 


AIR. Mr. Reinhold. 


Like a Tennis-Ball am I, 
Now tumbling low, now rifing high, 
Bandied here, and bandied there, 
To and fro, and every where. 

Now de I back 
A Dragon with a fiery Tail : 

Prefently, finack, 
I'm Sea-fick riding on a Whale. 
Still like a Tennis-Ball I fare, 
Now on the Ground, now in the Air; 
Bandied here and bandied there, 
To and fro, and ev'ry where. 
Each Thing wears fome fantaitic Shape, 
My Brain’s in fuch a pother ; 
But get me once out of this Scrape, 
Til ne’er get in another. 

AIR. 
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ATR, Mrs. Farrel, 

Happy Britam, thatchlefs Tile, 

“Whole Nafives, like tlicir ttirdy Oak, 
Secure in inborn Forte may {mile, 

And mock the Tempeft’s heavieft Stroke. 
When fniiling Peace fhall blefs the Land," 
Her couching Lion fhall im Dalliance 


fport ; ; 
~“Arts‘and fair'Science, Hand in‘Hand, 
Their Monarch’s Patronage’ fhall court. 
But, rous’d by War, fhall dreadful}move, 
Biitanhia’s Vengeance “on her Foes fliall 
prove, 
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‘Whiene’er again Her ‘Bahtiers are unfurld, 
The Deep sed Envy of the word ting 


orld. 
FINALE. 
‘Seund Drums, found Cannons, 'Trampets 


found ; P 
Proclaim with thearful Clangor 


. Britannia’s rous’d, and'Natiens round 


Shall dréad her noble Anger. 
Gentle in Peace, as Doves in Venus Car, 


“But terrible as thund’ring Jove in War. 


To the Epitors of th UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


The Organ in the Temple-Church, being defervedly efteemed the fine Inframent 
of the kind in all London, it avill not perhaps be difagreeable to you, if I point 
out the Hiffory of its Erefion, as given by that elaborate ColleGor of: Mufical 
Memoirs, Sir John Hawkins; and which I imagine, except in bis Hiftory of 

afic, is mo-whereelfe to be found, bring-now beyond Memory. Your: Atténtion 
to -eurious Anecdotes emboldens me‘ to affift your Refearches, in an Infiance I 
shink you will excife my Officiou/ne/s in, as 


FTE R the Reftoration, the number 

of workinen in England being fotind 

too few to anfwer the demand for organs, 
it was thought expedient to make offers of 
encouragement for foreigners to come and 


fettle here; thefe brought over from Ger- ‘ 


many Mr. Bernard Schmidt and ——— 

Harris; the former of thefe, for his excel- 
lence in his art, and the following parti- 
ticulars refpecting him, deferves to live in 
the remiembrance of all fuch as are friends 
to it. : 

Bernard Schmidt, or, as we pronounce 
the name, Smith, was a native of Ger- 
many, but of what ¢ity or province in par- 
ticular is not known. He brought with 
him two nephews, ' the one nafned Gerard, 
the other Bernard; and, to diftinguith 
him from thefe, the elder had fhe appella- 
tidn‘of Father Smith. Immediately upon 
their afrival, Smith was employed to build 
an organ for the Royal Chapel at White- 
hall, but, as it was built in great hafte, it 
did not anfwer the expectations of thofe 
who were judges of his abilities. He had 
been bit a few months heie before Harris 
arrived ffom France, bringing with him a 
fon named Renatus, who had been brought 
up in the bufinefs of organ-making under 
him ; they met with little encouracément, 
for Dallans and Smith had all clic buiinefs 
of the kingdom : but, upon the deceafe of 
Dallans in 1672, acompetiiica arole be- 


Your conftant Redder, 
PurLomvsvs. 


tween thefe two foreigners, which was‘at- 
tended with fome remarkable circumftances. 
The elder Harris was in no degree a‘match 
for Smith, but his fon Renatus was a 
young mam of ingenuity and fpirit, and 
fucceeded {6 well in his endeavours to rival 
Smith, that at length he got'the better of 
him. 

The conteft between Smith’ and - the 
younger Harris was carried on with great 
{pirit ; each had his friends and fupporters, 
and the point of ‘preference between them 
was hardly determined by that éxquifite 
piece of workmanthip of Smith, the organ 
now ftanding in the ‘Femple»Church ; cf 
the building thereof the following is the 
Hiftéry, as related by a perfon ‘who was 
living: at the time, ‘and intimately acquain- 
ted with both Smith and Harris, 

Upon the’ deceafe of Mr.-Dallans ‘and 
the elder Harris, Mr. Renatus*‘Harris and 
Father Smith became great rivals“ in their 
employment, and feveral trials of {kill 
there’ were betwixt them on’ feveral’ oeca- 
fions; but the famous conteft between, 
thefe two artifts was at the Temple-Church, 
where a new organ was going to be erec- 
ted towards the latter end of K. Charles 
the Second’s time. Both naade friends for 


that employ ment ; but as the Society could 
hot agree about who fhould be-the man, 
the Matier of the Temple and the 
Benchers propeied they botli flrould’ fet up 

” an 





































an organ on each fide of the Church; 
which in about half a year or three quar- 
ters of a year was done accordingly: Dr. 
Blow at Mr. Purcell, who was then in 
his prime, fhewed and played Father 
Smith's organ on appointed days to a nu- 
merous audience ; and, till the other was 
heard, every body believed that Father 
Smith would certainly carry it. 

Mr. Harris brought Mr. Lully, organift 
to Queen Catharine, a very eminent Maf- 
ter, to touch his organ, which brought 
Mr. Harris’s organ into that vogue; they 
thus continued vying with one another 
near a twelvemonth. 

Then Mr. Harris challenged Father 
Smith to make additional flops againft a 
fet time; thefe were the Vox humane, 
the Cremona or Violin-ftop, the double 
Courtel or bafs Flute, with fome others I 
may have forgot. 

Thefe ftops, as being newly invented, 
gave great delight and fatisfaction to a 
numerous audience ; and were fo well imi- 
tated on both fides, that it was hard to 
judge the advantage to either: at laft it 
was left to my Lord Chief-juftice Jeffries, 
who was of that houfe ; and he put an end 
to the controverfy by pitching upon Father 
Smith’s organ; fo Mr. Harris's organ 
was taken away without lofs of reputation, 
and Mr. Smith's remains to this day. 
Now began the fetting up of organs in the 
chiefeft parifhes of the city of London, 
where, for the moft part, Mr. Harris had 
the advantage of Father Smith, making I 
believe two to his one ; among them fome 
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are reckoned very eminent, viz. the organ 
at Saint Bride’s; Saint Lawrence near 
Guildhall, Saint Mary Ax, &<. 

Notwithftanding this fucceis of Harris, 
Smith was confidered asan able and inge-. 
nious workman ; and, in confequence of 
this charaéter, he was employed to 
build an organ for the Cathedral of Saint 
Paul. The organs made by him, though 
in refpeét of the workmanthip they are far 
fhort of thofe of Harris, and even of Dal- 
lans, are juftly admired; and, for the 
finenefs of their tone, have never yet been 
equalled. 

Harris’s organ was afterwards purchafed 
for the Cathedral of Chritt-Church at Dub- 
lin, and fet up there; but about twenty 
ear ago Mr. Byfield was fent for from 

Sngland to repair it, which he objected to, 

and prevailed on the Chapter to have a new 
one made by himfelf, he allowing for the 
old one in exchange. When he had got 
it, he would have treated with the par fhie 
oners of Lynn in Norfolk for the fale of 
it: but they, difdaining the offer of a {e- 
cond-hand inftrument, icfufed to prrchafe 
it, and employed Snetzler to build them a 
new one, for whicii they paid tim ool. 
Byfield dying, his widow fald Harris's 
organ to the parifh of Wolverhampton for 
sool. and there it remains at this cay. 
One of two eminent Matters now |iving, 
who were requelted by the Churchwardens 
of Wolverhampton to give their opinions 
of this inftrument, declares it to be the 
‘beft modern organ he ever touched. 


MINUTES o the COURT-MARTIAL held an 


ADMIRAL 


Thurfday, Jan. 7, 1779. 
T nine o'clock in the morning, Ad- 
miral Pye, as Admiral of the White, 
and Prefident of the Court-martial, hoifted 
his flag on board the Britannia. 

At a quarter after nine o'clock, the 
Union flag was hoifted in the larboard 
mizen fhrouds as the fignal for a Court- 
martial, and the royal Randard was hoifted 
in the ftarboard mizen fhrouds, as a fignal 
that the Court-mastial was to be held on 
an Adiniral. 

At ten o'clock the Britannia fired a gun, 
and the Union Jack was hoilted at the 
fore-topmaft-head, as a fignal for ail the 
Adimivals and Captains in hai bour to come 
on board. 

At half patt ten o'clock, the fignal was 
Qbeyed, the Admirals and Captains 

cing in their refpective barges on board 
¢ Britanuia, 


KEPPEL, 


The names of the thirteen fenior Ad- 
mirals and Captains, exclulive of thoie 
fummoned as witneffes, were then called 
over ; and with them the Court was con- 
ftituted. Capt. Wallingham, who is -a 
witnefs, finding his name not called, de- 
fired to be informed of the reafon. But, 
an opinion of the Attorney and Sollicitor- 
general, and Mr, Cutt, the Counfel for 
the Admiralty, on a café laid before them 
by order of the Admiralty, being read, 
and it appearing, that theg thought wit- 
neffes diiqualificd from being Judges, 
Captain Waliingham acquiefced. ; 

The Court was then tormed, confilting 
of the following niembers : 

Prefident. Admiral Sir Tho. Pye. 

Vice-admirals. Buckle, Montague. 

Rear-admirals. Acrburthnot, Rodda. 

faptains. Milbank, Drake, Penny,Ben- 
net, Boteler, Mouway, Duncan, Cranfton. 
Bbb The 
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The members of the Court-martial be- 
ing fworn, the Court was adjourned to 
the Governor's houfe. Being thus aflem- 
bled there, the following charge was eX- 
hibited agxinit Admiral Keppel and read 
in Court : 


A CHARGE of Misconpuct and 
NecLect of Dury againft the Ho- 
nourable ADMIRAL KEPPEL, on the 
27th and 28th of July, 1778, in divers 
Initances as under- mentioned 

yr £6 FT. 

* THAT, on the morning of the 27th 
of July, 1778, having a fleet of 30 fhips 
of the line, under his command, and be- 
ing then in the prefence of a French ficet, 
of the like number of fhips of the line, the 
faid Admiral Keppel did not make the ne- 
ceffary preparations for fight ; did not put 
his fleet into a line of battle, or into any 
order, proper either for receiving or at- 
tacking an enemy of fuch force; but, on 
the contrary, although his fleet was al- 
ready difperfed and in diforder, he, by 
making the fignal for feveral fhips of the 
Vice- admiral of the Blue’s divifion to chace 
to windward, increafed the diforder of 
that part of his fleet, and the fhips were 
in confequence more feattered than they 
had been before ; and, whilitin this dil- 
order, he advanced to the enemy, and 
made the fignal for battle 

€ That the above conduct was the more 
unaccountable, as the enemy's fleet was 
not then in diforder, nor beaten nor flying, 
but found in a regular line of battle on that 
tack, which approached the Buitith fleet, 
all their motions indicating plainly a defign 
to give battle, and they edged down and 
attacked it whilft in diforder. By this 
un-officer-like conduét, a general engage- 
ment was not brought on, but the other 


Flag Officers and Captains were left to ‘ 


engage, without order or regularity, from 


whence great confufion eniued: fome cf 


hss thips were prevented getting into action 
a: al., others were not near enough to the 
enemy, and fore from the confufion fired 
into others of the King’s fhips, and did 
them contiderable damage ; and the Vice- 
admiral of the Blue was left alone to en- 
gage fingly and unlupported. In thefe 
inftances, the faid Admiral Keppel neg- 
— ;ertormed the duty impofed on 
im. ‘ 


SECOND. 


That, aftcy the van and center divifions 
of the Brituia fleet pailed the rear of the 
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enemy, the Admiral did not. immediately 
tack and double upon the enemy with 
thefe two divifions, and continue the battle, 
nor did he colleét them together at that 
time, and keep fo near the enemy, as to 
be in readinefs to renew the battle, as foon 
as it might be proper: but on the contrary 
he ttood away beyond the enemy to a great 
diftance, before he wore to ftand towards 
them again, leaving the Vice-admiral of 
the Blue engaged with the enemy, and ex- 
poled to be cut off. 


ZT Rigs. ° 


That, afier the Vice-admiral of the 
Blue had pafled the laft cf the enemy's 
thips, and immediately wore and laid his 
own fhip’s head towards the enemy again, 
being then in their wake, and at a little 
diftance only, and expecting the Ad- 
miral to advance with all the hips 
to renew the fight, ,the Admiral did 
not advance for that purpofe, but thort- 
ened fail, hauled down the fignal for 
battle, nor did he at that time, or at any 
other time, whilft ftanding towards the 
enemy, cal] the thips together in order to 
renew the attack, as he might have done ; 
particularly the Vice-admiral of the Red 
and his divifion, which had received the 
Jeatt damage, had been the longeft out of 
action, were ready and fit to renew it, were 
then to windward, and could have bore 
down and fetched any part of the French 
flect, if the fignal for battle had not been 
hauled down; or if the faid Admiral 
Keppel had availed himfelf of the fignal 
appointed by the 31ft article of the fighting 
inttruéctions ; by which he might have or- 
dered thofe to lead, who are to lead with 
their ftarboard tack on board by a wind, 
which fignal was applicable to the occafion 
for renewing the engagement with ad- 
vantage, after the French fleet had been 
beaten, their linc broken, and in dilorder. 
In thefe inftances, ‘he did not do the ut- 
moit in his power to take, fink, burn, or 
deftroy the French fleet, that had attacked 
the Britith fleet.” 


FOUR T H. 


That, inftead of advancing to renew 
the engagement, as in the preceding articles 
is alledged, and as he might and ought 
to have done, the Admiral wore, and made 
fail dire&tly from the enemy, and thus he 
led the whole Britifh fleet away from them, 
which gave them the opportunity to rally. 
unmoleited, and to form. again into a hne of 
battle, and to f@land after the Britifh fleet. 
This was dityraceful io the Buitith flag, 

tor 
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for it had the appearance of a flight, and 
give the French Admiral a pretence to 
claim the viétory, and to publith to the 
world, that the Britith fleet ran away, and 
that he purfued it with the fleet of France, 
and offered it battle. 


Ps BT Gh. 


That, on the morning of the 28th of 
July, 1778, when it was perceived that 
only three of the French fleet remained 
near the Britith in the fituation the whole 
had been in the night before, and th: at the 
reit wore to leeward ata greater diitance 
not in a line of battle but in’a he: ap, the 
Admiral did not caufe the flect to purfue 
the flying enemy, nor even to chace the 
three fhips which fled after the reft, but on 
the contrary he led the Britifh fleet another 
way diretly from the enemy. 

‘By thefe inftances of mifcondu& and 


negle&t a glorious opportunity was loft of 
doing a mott effentia | fervice tothe State, 
and the honour of the Britifh navy was 
tarnifhed.” 


After this, Admiral Keppel requefted, 
* that the log-books of the feveral Matters 
might be ordered to be delivered into 
Cowt and lie on the table for the infpec- 
tion of the members.” At firft Sir Hugh 
Pallifer objeSted to this, on the grounds 
of its not being poffible to authenticate 
them, until the Matters were {worn ; but, 
finding an inclination prevail to have them 
produced immediately, left they fhould 
fuffer any alteration, Sir Hugh waved the 
objection. 

The Court was then adjourned until 
the next day at ten o'clock, when the ex- 
amination of witneffes was to begin. 


*,* The depofition of the witneffes upon the trial will be given in our next. 


Directions for the Culture of RHUBARB. 


HE feeds of this plant do not require 

any hot-bed to make them vegetate, 
but, if fown in the natural ground 1 in the 
fpring, when the weather ts open, foon 
come up and thrive very faft. 

It delights mot in a light, rich, and 
deep foil, and warm expofure, but will 
thrive in almoft any foil or expofure. 

If the earth in winter be drawn over the 
rogts, or they be covered with litter, they 


will rife the ftronger for it the following 
{pring. 

The feeds fhould be fown where the 
plants are to remain, and, when they ap- 
pear, fhould be kept weeded. 

When thinned out, the diftance from 
plant to plant fhould be eight feet. 

The above is all that is neceflary to be 
underitood, to enable any perion to cuiti- 
vate this plant in perfection. 
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